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The 2017 4-H Golf Tournament 
netted $5,000 for the 
Edgecombe County 4-H. 
Roanoke EC was the winner of 
the 2017 tournament.

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

will be closed on
 Friday, March 30,

 in observance of Good Friday.

Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk

under the drive thru canopy, by
calling our automated telephone

service at 1-855-356-6358,
placed in the night deposit box
or you may choose to utilize the
convenience of online bill-pay by
logging on to www.ememc.com.

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please

call 1-800-690-0657.

22nd Annual Golf Tournament
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is excited to announce the date for 
the 22nd Annual Golf Tournament. The tournament will be held on 
Friday, May 4, 2018 at the Links at Cotton Valley in Tarboro. Proceeds 
from the tournament will go to employee Chris Naccarato. 

If you would like to enter a 4-person team in the tournament, please 
contact the Cooperative before April 27. The cost to enter a team is $260. 
We look forward to seeing you on May 4 for a day of fun and fellowship.
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Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC 22nd

 Annual  Golf 
Tournament

WHEN: Friday, May 4

WHERE: The Links at Cotton 
Valley, Hwy. 258, Tarboro

BENEFITS: Employee
Chris Naccarato Fundraiser

TO REGISTER: Contact 
Gary Hicks at 823-2171, 
Ext. 261
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2005 Chevy 2500HD Up For Bid 
The co-op has up for bid a 2005 Chevrolet 2500 HD, 4x4 with approximately 164,000 miles. Has a 6.0L 
engine. Equipped with a Rawson Koenig utility body with lockable storage bins. Truck will be sold as is! 
All sealed bids must be received at the address below by April 27, 2018. The co-op reserves the right to 
refuse all bids. If you need more detailed information, call (252) 823-2171, Ext. 224

Send Sealed bids to:    
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
Attn: John Abrams
P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC 27886

Bright Ideas Grant Program Is Now Open
Do you have an idea for an innovative classroom 
project? North Carolina’s electric cooperatives, 
including Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, is now 
accepting applications for Bright Ideas education 
grants for the 2018-19 school year. Teachers in 
K-12 classrooms with creative ideas for hands-on 
learning projects are encouraged to apply for a 
grant of up to $1,500. 

As a member-owned cooperative, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC is committed to supporting 
local communities, and last year, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC awarded $8,093 in Bright Ideas 
funding to local teachers. Since 1994, educators 
statewide have received more than $11.5 million 
in Bright Ideas grant funding, and well over 2.2 
million. North Carolina students have participated in 
approximately 11,000 Bright Ideas projects. 

Grant applications will be accepted beginning 
Sunday, April 1 through September 19. It could 
pay to apply early: all teachers who submit 
their applications by the early bird deadline of 
Wednesday, August 15 will be entered into a 

drawing for one of five $100 Visa gift cards. 
Teachers can apply individually or as a team, 

and grants are available for all subjects. To apply, 
or for more information about the Bright Ideas 
grant program, visit www.NCBrightIdeas.com. 

The co-op is accepting sealed bids on 
this 2005 Chevrolet 2500 truck. All 
sealed bids must be received by  
April 27, 2018, at the co-op office.

2017 Bright Idea Winner Sue Speed with 
VAC members Ann Andrews, Daphne 
Rhodes and Mary Keel. 
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The Power Behind Your Power
As April arrives, it brings with it the showers 
that produce spring flowers. It also heralds the 
beginning of a potentially stormy season that 
can inherently include power outages. While 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC strives to provide 
reliable electricity to our members, there are 
times when Mother Nature has other plans. Most 
of us can ride out a storm from the comfort and 
convenience of our homes. However, there is a 
group of professionals that spring into action when 
the weather takes a turn for the worst – co-op 
linemen. 

One of the most dangerous jobs. Braving 
stormy weather and other challenging conditions, 
linemen often must climb 40 or more feet in the 
air, carrying heaving equipment to restore power. 
Listed as one of the 10 most dangerous jobs in 
the U.S., linemen must perform detailed tasks next 
to high voltage power lines. To help keep them 
safe, linemen wear specialized protective clothing 
and equipment at all times when on the job. This 
includes special fire-resistant clothing that will self-
extinguish, limiting potential injuries from burns 
and sparks. Insulated and rubber gloves are worn 
in tandem to protect them from electrical shock. 
While the gear performs a critical function, it also 
adds additional weight and bulk, making the job 
more complex.

In addition to the highly visible tasks linemen 
perform, their job today goes far beyond climbing 
to the top of a pole to repair a wire. They are also 
information experts that can pinpoint an outage 
from miles away and restore power remotely. Line 
crews use their laptops and cell phones to map 
outages, take pictures of the work they have done 
and troubleshoot problems. In our community, 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC linemen are 
responsible for keeping 1,454 miles of lines across 
seven counties working, in order to bring power 
to your home and our local community 24/7, 
regardless of the weather, holidays or personal 
considerations.

While some of the tools that lineworkers use 
have changed over the years, namely the use 
of technology, the dedication to the job has not. 
Being a linemen is not a glamourous profession. 
At its essence, it is inherently dangerous, requiring 
them to work near high voltage lines in the worst 
of conditions, at any times of the day or night. 
During hurricanes, wildfires or storms, crews often 
work around the clock to restore power. While 
April is known for spring showers, there is also a 
day set aside to “thank a lineman.” 

Linemen Appreciation Day is April 9. So during 
the month of April, if you see a lineworker, please 
pause to say thank you to the power behind your 
power. Let them know you appreciate the hard 
work they do to keep the lights on, regardless of 
the conditions.

Cooperatively, 
Winston Howell
Winston Howell

lines FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL
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Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC  27886
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com

2018 Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarships Available
The Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarships are offered to 
members of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC who plan 
to complete a one- or two-year vocational/technical/
community college program of study. The technical 
school or community college must be accredited in 
North Carolina. 

These scholarships give prospective students the 
opportunity to further their education so they can 
acquire new skills and knowledge to better prepare 
them for their future careers. 

Applications will be accepted now through  
May 11, 2018. You can access, complete and submit 
applications online at www.ememc.com. If you wish to 
receive an application form by mail, please call Monica 
Speight at (252) 641-9502. 

The Noel Lee, 
Jr. Memorial 
Scholarships are 
made possible 
through the 
dedicated work 
of the Volunteer 
Action Committee 
of Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC 
and other private donations. The Volunteer Action 
Committee helps raise funds for the scholarship by 
selling desserts and raffling off various items at the 
Annual Meeting of Members each year.

Statement of Non-discrimination
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:   

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


