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For members of
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23rd Annual Golf Tournament
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is excited to announce the date for the 23rd
Annual Golf Tournament. The tournament will be held on Friday, May 10, 2019,
at the Links at Cotton Valley in Tarboro. Proceeds from the tournament will go
to the Edgecombe County 4-H.
Edgecombe County 4-H reaches youth through clubs, after-school
programs, field trips and workshops spanning a wide spectrum of interests
such as STEM, civic engagement, animal science and much more! 4-H
programs help youth to develop valuable citizenship and life skills while
encouraging them to practice service to others. These learned values help to
develop leaders and independent thinkers.
If you would like to enter a 4-person team in the tournament, please
contact the Cooperative before April 19. The cost to enter a team is $300
(This includes a red tee, mulligan and raffle ticket). We look forward to seeing
you on May 10 for a day of fun and fellowship.

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will be closed on Friday,
April 19, in observance of
Good Friday.
Payments after office hours
and on holidays can be made
at the kiosk under the drive
thru canopy, by calling our
automated telephone service at
1-855-356-6358, placed in the
night deposit box or you may
choose to utilize the convenience
of online bill‑pay by logging on to
ememc.com.

Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC 23rd
Annual Golf
Tournament
WHEN:
Friday, May 10
WHERE:
The Links at Cotton
Valley, Hwy. 258,
Tarboro

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.

BENEFITS:
Edgecombe County 4-H
TO REGISTER:
Contact Monica Speight
at 641-9502

Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

Edgecombe Garage Doors was the
winner of the 2018 tournament.
To report a loss of power
or an emergency after hours,
please call 1-800-690-0657.
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Celebrating 25 years of support for creative learning
through Bright Ideas Education Grants
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is now accepting
applications for the 2019 Bright Ideas Education Grant
Program. Educators can apply for up to $1,500 in grants
to fund creative, hands-on classroom projects in K-12
classrooms. Teachers can apply individually or as a team,
and grants are available for all subjects.
This year marks the 25th anniversary of Bright Ideas.
Grants are awarded by each of North Carolina’s 26
electric cooperatives, including Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC and are open to teachers in all 100
counties. Approximately 600 grants are awarded
statewide to teachers each year for projects that
engage students in new and innovative ways. Since the
program began in 1994 at Brunswick EMC in Shallotte,
North Carolina’s electric cooperatives collectively have
awarded more than $12.2 million in Bright Ideas grants
to fund more than 11,600 projects, reaching more than
2.3 million students in subjects including math, reading,
science, technology, music and the arts.

2018 Bright Ideas Winner Mark Spencer with VAC
members Ann Andrews and Daphne Rhodes.
Applications are accepted April 1 through Sept. 23,
2019. To learn more and apply for a 2019 Bright Ideas
grant, visit ncbrightideas.com.

Lineman Appreciation Day is April 8
Every year, the second Monday in April marks Lineman
Appreciation Day, a celebration of the vital role linemen
play in keeping the lights on for co-op members. On
this day, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and electric
cooperatives across our state and nation recognize the
skill, talent and expertise of our linemen and thank them
for their many contributions to our daily lives.
This past year was especially challenging for many
cooperative linemen, as they worked tirelessly to help
communities throughout North Carolina recover from the
impacts of multiple hurricanes, as well as snow and ice.
In a true demonstration of the cooperative spirit, crews
from less-affected areas traveled to harder-hit regions to
assist in restoring power as quickly as possible, often in
very treacherous conditions.
“Our linemen are true heroes,” CEO, Winston Howell
said. “They are on the front line of our co-op, and are
critical to our efforts to serve our members and provide
reliable power to our communities.”
The agility and expertise of co-op linemen from across
North Carolina will be on display during the biennial
Statewide Pole Top Rescue Competition, which will be
held in Raleigh on Thursday, May 30. The competition
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was originally scheduled for last fall, but was postponed
due to hurricane recovery efforts. Blake Fleming will
represent Edgecombe-Martin County EMC in the
statewide competition after winning a local challenge of
emergency rescue skills.
Thank you to our linemen for the hard work they
do every day. Please join us in recognizing them on
Monday, April 8, and all year round!

Line Technicians Wayne Dupree, Will Scott
and Blake Fleming.

lines

Right-of-Way Maintenance
Fallen trees and branches are a significant cause of
widespread power outages after a natural disaster.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s electric system
is engineered to withstand many forces of nature,
but is still susceptible to damage caused by a falling
tree or large branch. A proactive tree-trimming and
right-of-way maintenance program is crucial to the
cooperative’s mission of delivering reliable power to our
members. However, even with a proactive right-of-way
maintenance program, major storms often cause trees
outside the right of way to make contact with the lines
and cause outages.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) issues regulations that require electric
cooperatives to have an effective tree-trimming and
right-of-way maintenance program in place. This program
must include a regular rotation schedule determined
by vegetation growth patterns and service area terrain.
Maintenance and clearing may be achieved by using
trimming equipment or chemical spraying techniques.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC uses various
techniques for actively managing our right-of-ways. Our
right-of-ways are on a three-year rotation, so we can
continually address vegetation growth across our entire
distribution and transmission systems. A large part of our
distribution system right-of-way is cut using bucket trucks
and personnel that are trained in cutting around power
lines. This same method is used for trimming around
service drops on a member’s property. Another method
we use to manage our right-of-ways is the spraying
of herbicides. Contract crews that are licensed and
experienced will spray areas to help reduce the need for
cutting and mowing right-of-ways in specific areas.
Right-of-way maintenance is something a member
can help with also. If you’re planning to plant trees or
shrubbery, you can assist Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC in our efforts to maintain the right-of-way as well
as help keep the power on and everyone else safe - by
following four simple guidelines. The first guideline is
calling 811 before you dig. Knowing approximately where

underground utility lines are buried before each digging
project helps to prevent accidents or serious injuries to
the member and damage to electrical equipment. Another
important guideline is evaluating your landscape. Trees
and shrubs are enticing to children, who like to play in
hedges, climb trees, etc. Before you plant, make sure
that accidental contact with power lines cannot be made.
Keeping electrical devices accessible is another guideline
members should follow. Don’t allow shrubs and other
landscaping to obstruct transformers, pedestals and other
electrical-related devices – Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC needs access to maintain them. The last guideline is
keeping your distance. Plant large trees at least
35 - 40 feet from the center of the power line. This permits
10 - 15 feet of clearance for mature trees with a branch
spread of 40 feet in diameter. New small trees and large
shrubs can be planted within 35 feet of power lines, but
they should not exceed 15 feet in height. Also, be sure
not to plant anything over an underground utility facility,
because the cable or pipe may require maintenance,
which in turn, requires digging (thereby ruining plant
roots).
Remember to contact Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC if you will be removing trees in close proximity to
power lines. The cooperative will provide assistance if
necessary to prevent damage to power facilities and
possible safety hazards associated with tree removal
along the power line right-of-way.
Right-of-way management is critical to providing safe
and reliable service to our membership, and we work
hard to manage it responsibly. If you have any questions
about right-of-way maintenance or planting shrubs or
trees, please contact the Cooperative at 252-823-2171.
Cooperatively,

John Abrams
John Abrams
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Local Student Recognized as Scholarship Winner
at Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Game
In March, a distinguished local student athlete was recognized at a North
Carolina State University women’s basketball game as a Touchstone Energy
Sports Camp Scholarship recipient.
Jeanaa McNeil was featured along with the other scholarship recipients on
the jumbotron and with an announcement at Reynolds Coliseum during the
March 3 Wolfpack Women’s basketball game against Miami. McNeil attended
the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp on a scholarship from EdgecombeMartin County EMC last summer.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and electric cooperatives statewide
sponsor a total of 26 young women to attend the NC State University
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp every year, and 26 young men to
attend the Roy Williams Basketball Camp at UNC. To learn more, visit
ncelectriccooperatives.com/sports-camps.

Statement of Non-discrimination
In accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices,
and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, religion, sex,
gender identity (including gender
expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/
parental status, income derived from
a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply
to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means of
communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language,
etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or
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contact USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information
may be made available in languages
other than English.
To file a program discrimination
complaint, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, AD-3027, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_
filing_cust.html and at any USDA
office or write a letter addressed
to USDA and provide in the letter
all of the information requested in
the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter
to USDA by:

(1) mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.
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