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Two Local Students Awarded 
Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarships
Chloe Matthews and Nathan Moore were selected as the 2018 
recipients of the Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarship by a panel of 
judges. Both students received a $1,000 scholarship to assist them with 
school related costs, such as tuition, books and laboratory fees. 

Nathan graduated from North Pitt High School in 2016. This is 
the second year he has been awarded the Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship. Nathan is enrolled in his third year at Pitt Community College 
and is working towards his associate’s degree in industrial systems. 

Chloe graduated from South Creek High School in June. She plans 
to enroll at Pitt Community College to earn her associate’s degree as a 
radiologic technologist, then further her education to work in the nuclear 
medicine field.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC supports education of our youth 
through a variety of scholarships, grants and learning opportunities. To 
be eligible for the Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarship, applicants must 
be a member of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC or live in a home 
served by the co-op. These scholarships are intended for students who 
plan to attend a North Carolina accredited one or two-year vocational, 
technical or community college program. 

Applications can be completed online at www.ememc.com. Funds 
for the scholarships are raised through various raffles and activities of 
the Volunteer Action Committee of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC. To 
receive more information, please call Monica Speight at 252-641-9502.

Bright Ideas 
Early Bird 
Deadline: 
August 15
Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC is accepting Bright 
Ideas grant applications from 
educators, and August is a 
great time to apply. All teachers 
who apply by the early bird 
deadline of Aug. 15, will be 
entered to win one of five $100 
gift cards! Bright Ideas grants 
fund creative learning projects 
in K-12 classrooms. The final 
deadline to apply is Sept. 15. 
For more information or to start 
your application, visit 
NCBrightIdeas.com. 
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Chloe Matthews 
and Nathan 
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Lee, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Winners
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Anderson Attends 2018 Youth Tour
Haley Anderson, a rising senior at Edgecombe 
Early College, represented Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC on this year’s Youth Tour. 

From sightseeing at some of D.C.’s most famous 
attractions and historic memorials to enjoying a 
theatrical experience at the Kennedy Center, this 
year’s students took advantage of everything the 
Youth Tour had to offer. Haley and the other North 
Carolina tourists engaged in discussions with both 
of the state’s U.S. senators and several members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives on Capitol 
Hill. They also built connections with hundreds of 
other future leaders from across the country. 

“We are so proud of the students who 
participate in the Youth Tour. They are all young 
leaders in our community, and in the state. It’s 
easy to see why the N.C. Youth Tour is still going 
strong after 50 years,” said Monica Speight, 

communication specialist of Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC. “This experience cultivates 
awareness of our cooperative’s mission and helps 
build leadership skills and an understanding that 
every person can make a difference.”

Fleming to Participate in  
Statewide Pole Top Rescue Competition
First Class Lineman Blake Fleming will represent 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC at the Statewide 
Pole Top Rescue Competition hosted by North 
Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives on Tuesday,  
Sept. 25, in Raleigh.  

Fleming will compete against the clock and 
competitors from other electric cooperatives 
across the state at this biennial event that 
showcases lifesaving skills, as well as the 
technique, agility and safety knowledge required 
to maintain the lines that power our daily lives. 
Each competitor won a local competition before 
advancing to the championship in Raleigh. 

During the competition, each lineman must 
perform in a scenario which finds a fellow worker 
unconscious atop a utility pole. The competitor, 
dressed in full climbing gear, must radio for help, 
climb 20 feet up a utility pole, rig a rope, lower a 
105-pound mannequin and begin CPR. Previous 
winners have completed this rigorous series of 
tasks in less than two minutes. All North Carolina 
electric cooperative line workers must execute this 
scenario in less than five minutes to maintain their 
certification to work on co-op lines.   

Fleming achieved a time of 2 minutes and 13 
seconds in the local competition held in June, 
which earned him the honor of competing in 
the statewide championship. Fleming joined 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC in 2013. 

To cheer on Fleming and receive competition 
updates in real time, follow @NCelectriccoop on 
Twitter using #ncpoletop on Sept. 25. The event 
kicks off at 9 a.m. and will end by 1 p.m. Best of 
luck, Blake!  
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Use Caution Near Co-op Equipment
As you find yourself spending more time outdoors 
this summer, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
reminds you to exercise caution near electrical 
equipment maintained by the co-op.

Substations and power lines carry extremely 
high voltages, and if contact is accidentally made, 
the results can be dangerous––or even deadly. 

Never climb trees near power lines. If you make 
contact with a tree that is touching a power line, 
your body could become the path of electricity 
from the line to the ground. If you encounter 
an animal trapped in a tree near power lines or 
inside a substation, do not attempt to remove it––
no matter how furry and cute! Call Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC or 911 for assistance. 

These days, we are seeing more remote-
controlled toys, like drones and airplanes, which 
can be a great way to have fun outdoors. But 
these gadgets also bring new safety concerns. 
Remote-controlled toys should never be flown 
near power lines, substations or other electrical 
equipment.  Flying a toy or drone too close to 
a power line is a major safety hazard. If you 
accidently lose control or misjudge distance, 
you could hit a power line and leave hundreds 
of people without electricity. Even worse, it 

could cause a downed line, which is extremely 
hazardous.

Remember these safety tips when flying a 
remote-controlled toy or drone: 

 • Flying a drone requires the owner’s full 
attention. Be safe and stay alert.

• Fly below 400 feet and always keep your 
drone in sight. (If contact is accidentally made with 
a power line or a transformer inside a substation, 
many members of your community could be left 
without electricity.)

• Keep the remote-controlled toy in sight at all 
times. 

• Avoid flying if weather conditions are 
unfavorable. High winds could cause you to lose 
control of the remote-controlled toy.

Here at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC your 
safety is important to us. We hope you will share 
the message of electrical safety so that you and 
others can enjoy plenty of summer days filled with 
fun! 

Cooperatively Yours,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell

lines from C.E.O..

WINSTON HOWELL
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After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com

Touchstone Energy Scholarship 
Winners Attend Camp
Two local middle-school students attended basketball camp on college 
campuses this summer, both were awarded Touchstone Energy Sports 
Camp scholarships. 

Jeanaa McNeil of Tarboro expanded her knowledge of basketball 
at the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp June 10-13 at NC State 
University in Raleigh. D’Erius Spruill of Battleboro worked on leadership 
skills at the Roy Williams Carolina Basketball Camp June 16-20 at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Campers stayed in dorms and experienced life as a college student, and 
also developed fundamental skills that will help them excel on and off the 
court. At both camps, coaches and student-athletes worked directly with 
campers to improve their basketball skills and practice working as a team.  

“Jeanna and D’Erius are outstanding students, athletes and 
community members,” said Monica Speight, Communication Specialist 
at Co-op. “We are proud to partner with two prestigious North Carolina 
universities to help provide such a unique leadership and learning 
experience for our students.” 

Always Call 811 Before You Dig 
On Aug. 11 (8/11), Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is 
reminding members to dial 8-1-1 at least three working 
days before beginning a digging project. This free 
and simple step can save lives and reduce risk of 
injury, repair costs, fines and inconvenient outages.

“Every time you break ground, even for something 
simple like planting a shrub or installing a mailbox, 
you should call 811 first,” said John Abrams of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC. “No matter your 
level of expertise, it’s important to know what’s 
below the ground to prevent the potentially serious 
consequences of hitting a utility line.” 

The national 811 “Call Before You Dig” phone 
number links residents to a local call center, which 

then dispatches 
local utility 
companies to 
mark line locations 
with paint or flags. 
These marked lines 
show you where it 
is – and isn’t – safe 
to break ground. Once your lines have been marked, 
make sure to dig carefully around the marks, not on 
top of them. Because utility line locations can shift, it’s 
important to call each time you are planning to dig.

For more information about safe digging,  
visit nc811.org. 


