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Line Technicians 
Sharpen Rescue 
Skills Annually
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
has always considered safety a top 
priority for not only its membership, 
but its employees as well. In June, 
Line technicians participated in our 
annual pole top rescue training.

Two of the fastest times for the 
pole top rescue were Chad Bryant 
with a time of 2 minutes, 15 seconds 
and Justin Francis with a time of  
2 minutes, 26 seconds. 

As an OSHA-mandated safety 
training requirement, the course is 
designed to evaluate each lineman 
on their ability to properly rescue 
an injured and/or stranded line 
technician. Each lineman must 
balance their skills with safety, climb 
a pole and rescue a 185-pound 
training mannequin. The lineman 
must then secure the mannequin 
using ropes and pulleys and safely 
deliver them back to the ground.

In a perfect world, this is one 
skill that you hope a lineman never 
needs to use. But if they do, the 
training is an opportunity for the 
linemen to prepare and hone their 
skills if the need should ever arise.

In addition to safety training for 
employees, Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC actively raises electric 
safety awareness in our service 

territory by performing high-voltage 
demonstrations at many community 
events. The cooperative also 
promotes safety-themed handouts and 
advertisements throughout the year.

“We work within our communities 
to show our members just how easy 
it is for an accident to occur when 
working with electricity,” stated Mike 
Johnson, Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC’s vice president of Engineering 
and Operations. “Learning how 
to prevent these dangerous and 
sometimes deadly mishaps helps to 
keep our line technician’s, as well 
members of the community, safe.”

Johnson continued: “Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC continuously 
places safety first. We conduct daily 
tailgate meetings and weekly safety 
meetings, and include special training 
such as CPR and first aid to assure that 
our employees are properly trained to 
handle nearly any situation.”

Bright Ideas 
Early Bird 
Deadline: 
August 15
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
is accepting Bright Ideas grant 
applications from educators, 
and August is a great time to 
apply. All teachers who apply by 
the early bird deadline of Aug. 
15, will be entered to win one of 
five $100 gift cards! 

Bright Ideas grants fund 
creative learning projects in K-12 
classrooms. The final deadline 
to apply is Sept. 15. 

For more information or to 
start your application, visit  
NCBrightIdeas.com. 
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Marathon Water Heaters Still Available
As part of continuing efforts to provide 
quality products and services, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC can provide members 
and non-members with the best electric 
water heater on the market.

The Marathon electric water heater is a 
seamless polybutylene plastic tank, which 
is guaranteed not to leak or rust for as long 
as you own your home. Not only will the 
Marathon save headaches and money since 
it eliminates leaks and water damage, it 
also helps with your consumption on your 
energy bill. Marathon water heaters are 
insulated heavily with a unique, trademarked 

“Envirofoam” insulation, which makes them 
incredibly energy efficient.

The exterior jacket of the Marathon is 
high-impact plastic, which resists dents, 
scratches, rust and corrosion.

We keep 40- and 50-gallon models in 
stock that will certainly satisfy all of your 
water heating requirements. Financing is 
also available for qualified members on 
water heaters.

To learn more about Marathon Water 
Heaters, call the Monica Speight at 
252-641-9502.

Touchstone Energy Scholarship 
Winners Attend Camp
Local middle-school students shot hoops and ran drills 
at basketball camps hosted by two of the state’s largest 
universities this summer, thanks to Touchstone Energy 
Sports Camp Scholarships from Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC.

Deniya Mayo took to the court June 9-12 at the 
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp at NC State 
University in Raleigh. Zyrian Pittman attended the Roy 
Williams Carolina Basketball Camp June 22-26 at the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill.

“These scholarships are a fantastic way for young 
athletes to experience life on a college campus and learn 
from mentors at their favorite NCAA athletic programs,” 
said Winston Howell, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
CEO. “We’re proud to continue the tradition of providing 
outstanding local students, like Deniya and Zyrian, with 
opportunities to develop fundamental skills that will help 
them excel on the court and in the classroom.” 

Deniya and Zyrian earned the all-expense-paid 
scholarships by completing an application that included 
academics, community involvement and enthusiasm for 
sports.

At camp, students stayed in dorms on campus and 
worked alongside coaches to hone basketball skills and 
practice working cooperatively with teammates. The staff of 
the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp included NC State 
women’s basketball coach Wes Moore, and his coaching 
staff and players. Three-time NCAA national champion 

coach Roy Williams, his staff, and current and past Tar Heel 
basketball players led the Roy Williams camp.

This is the 16th year North Carolina’s Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives have sponsored young women 
to attend an NC State women’s basketball camp and 
the 14th year the cooperatives have sent young men 
to the Roy Williams camp. The co-ops’ partnership 
with universities provides a unique educational and 
athletic opportunity for our state’s youth and keeps 
with Touchstone Energy’s core values of accountability, 
integrity, innovation and commitment to community.
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Is a EV in Your Future?
With electric vehicles (EVs) rapidly becoming more 
widely available, we have some information to help 
you decide if an EV is right for you. Electric-powered 
vehicles aren’t a new technology, and in fact, they have 
been around for more than a century. In the 1890s, 
electric cars were more popular than gas-powered 
automobiles because of their simplicity, reliability, and 
low cost of operation. With a wide range of electric 
vehicle models now available, they are becoming 
increasingly affordable and easy to drive, no matter what 
size or style of car you prefer.

From saving you money to helping protect the 
environment, electric vehicles offer many advantages over 
their gasoline-powered counterparts. Charging a battery is 
cheaper than fueling a gasoline car. If you were to drive in 
the U.S. average of 40 miles or less per day (nearly 15,000 
miles per year) at an average electricity cost of 12 cents 
per kilowatt-hour, your typical daily charging cost would be 
$1.38 or approximately $40.80 per month. Comparing that 
to a gasoline car with 30 miles per gallon paying $2.75 per 
gallon of gas, the typical daily fuel cost would be $3.66, or 
approximately $110 per month. 

As electric vehicles continue to grow in popularity, 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC has a number 
of programs in place to help make owning an EV 
convenient and budget-friendly.

Federal Tax Credit
The federal government currently offers a tax credit for 
qualifying new electric vehicle purchases. Credits vary 
based on the size of the vehicle and its battery capacity, 
and will be phased out for each manufacturer once 
200,000 qualifying EVs have been sold in the U.S. by 
that manufacturer. 

ElecTel Low-Interest EV Loan
Co-op members can finance an EV at a low rate  
through ElecTel Cooperative Federal Credit Union. Visit  
electel.org or call 1-800-849-5600 for more information.

Special Rates
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC offers a special 

rate to members who own a plug-in electric vehicle 
and charge it during off-peak and super off-peak hours 

when electricity prices are lowest. By signing up for this 
program, you can plug your vehicle in before you go 
to bed and save money while you sleep.  Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC is also offering a $200 rebate for 
members with an electric vehicle that switch to this rate. 
To apply for this new rate, provide a copy of the electric 
vehicle registration card corresponding to the associated 
electric address, proof that the vehicle can be recharged 
from an external plug-in source of electricity and notice of 
ownership or lease of the vehicle

North Carolina’s electric cooperatives, including 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC are working to create 
a statewide network of EV charging stations, enabling 
more consumers in both rural and urban areas to adopt 
this technology.

As more electric vehicles hit the roads, electric 
cooperatives see increased access to charging stations 
as a way to promote environmental stewardship, open 
the door to more travelers, increase tourism and bring 
economic benefits to co-op communities. Electric 
vehicles are also a key part of how co-ops are working 
to use electricity in new and innovative ways, which will 
benefit the grid, the environment and co-op members 
and communities.

Cooperatively Yours,

Eddie Stocks 
Eddie Stocks

V.P. Of Member and Industrial Development

EDDIE STOCKS
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After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to ememc.com

Beat The Heat Fan Program
There are several programs that 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC helps 
administer or fund in some way on an 
annual basis that we believe provides 
a direct benefit to the members and 
communities that we serve.

 One of those ongoing programs 
is the Seniors Heat Relief Program 
that is administered by the 
Edgecombe County Office on Aging. 

This year the co-op donated $700 
to the Edgecombe County Office of 
Aging to help purchase box fans for 
the program. The fans are available to 
individuals age 60 or older and they 
must be a resident of Edgecombe 
County. Fans can be obtained 

while supplies last by calling the 
Edgecombe County Office on Aging 
at 641-5831. A driver’s license or other 
valid form of photo identification 
must be shown to verify age and 
documentation showing proof of 
residence in Edgecombe County will 
also be needed. 

Edgecombe-Martin also provides 
educational material free to the 
public in the form of booklets and 
pamphlets, on keeping cool and 
conserving energy during the 
summer months. If you are interested 
in obtaining any of this material 
please call Monica Speight at 252-
641-9502.

Always Call 811 Before You Dig 
August 11 (8/11) is 811 Day, an annual 
reminder to dial 8-1-1 at least three 
working days before beginning any 
digging project to have underground 
utility lines marked. This free and 
simple step can save lives and 
reduce risk of injury, repair costs, 
fines and inconvenient outages.

According to North Carolina 811, an 
underground utility line is damaged 
every nine minutes due to digging 
without taking proper precautions. 
Even small digging projects, like 
installing a mailbox or planting a tree, 
warrant an advance call to 811.

The national 811 “Call Before You 
Dig” phone number links residents 
to a local call center, which alerts 
utility companies of the intent to 
dig. Professional locators are then 
dispatched to mark underground line 
locations with paint or flags. These 
marked lines show you where it is 
– and isn’t – safe to break ground. 
Once your lines have been marked, 
make sure to dig carefully around 
the marks, not on top of them. 

For more information about safe 
digging and the “Call Before You 
Dig” process, visit nc811.org. 


