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80th Annual Meeting 
of Members 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC invites everyone to our 80th Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, March 18, 2017. The Annual Meeting of Members 
is designed to deliver information to the membership concerning 
state and national issues that affect the co-op, financial data from the 
previous year, and our financial outlook for the year ahead. 

Registration will begin at 10 a.m. Members who register will be 
eligible to win one of 15 $80 electric bill credits. Members’ children will 
be eligible to win one of four $80 Walmart gift cards. 

As usual, registration and festivities will begin at 10 a.m. and the 
business session will start at 12 p.m. A catered lunch will be provided 
starting at 10 a.m. for members and their immediate family. Live 
entertainment will also take place before the business session, and 
children can enjoy outside amusements during the business session. 

So, mark your calendar for Saturday, March 18, and come join the fun. 
Please look for your annual meeting notice and member registration 
card on the front of the next issue of Carolina Country magazine, and 
remember to bring it with you to the 80th Annual Meeting.

If you are a member with special needs and you plan to attend 
this meeting, please contact the cooperative at (252)-641-9502, by 
Wednesday, March 8, so we can work to accommodate your request.

When a tree makes contact with 
a power line, it can cause a loss 
of power to hundreds of co-op 
members. It can also create safety 
hazards. That’s why Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC trims and 
maintains vegetation around our 
lines year round – to ensure our 
members enjoy the most reliable 
electricity possible. 

Our vegetation management 
program includes several tactics, 
all with a goal of balancing natural 
beauty with more reliable electricity. 
These tactics are employed in the 
area alongside and underneath our 
power lines – an area called our 
“right-of-way.” By keeping our right-
of-way clear, Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC can reduce outages, 
blinking lights, safety hazards and 
help our employees restore service 
more quickly during storms.

Clear Lines, Better Service
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Space Heaters: Inexpensive to Buy,
Costly to Operate
Electric space heaters are a convenient form of 
spot heating, but are not designed to be your 
primary heating source. Electric space heaters can 
be very costly to operate and homeowners should 
know the true cost of operating one. 

Most electric space heaters and electric 
fireplaces are rated at 1,500 watts. This would 
be the “high” setting on the heater. However, 
most space heaters also have a “low” setting or 
a thermostat, which prevents the heaters from 
running continuously as long as it satisfies the 
thermostat setting. For the sake of simplicity 
we’ll assume the space heater in this example is 
operating continuously at the full power setting at 
1,500 watts. 

To figure out how much you pay per hour for a 
1,500-watt space heater, use this formula: space 
heater watts x 0.001 x cents per kWh = cost to run 
per hour. 

For a 1,500-watt space heater based on an 
electric rate of $0.12 per kWh it would look like this: 
1,500 x 0.001 x .12 = 18 cents per hour rounded up. 

If you run your 1,500-watt 
space heater at full power 
every day for 6 hours each 
day, it will cost $32.40 a 
month: 0.18 x 6 hrs x 30 
days = $32.40 

So, if you run a 1,500-
watt space heater at full 
power every day for 24 hours, it will cost $129.60 a 
month in addition to your other electrical usage. 

Safety also becomes a concern when using 
space heaters. It is important first to select 
space heaters that are UL approved. When 
making your selection, choose devices that are 
thermostatically controlled. Make sure to keep 
at least a three-foot safety buffer around space 
heaters and clean the heater often to reduce 
the possibility of a fire. According to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), supplemental 
heating equipment is the leading cause of home 
fires during the months of December, January and 
February.

Your Co-op is a Part of  
a Strong National Cooperative Network
This month, representatives from Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC will join thousands of industry 
peers at the Annual Meeting of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
a national organization representing America’s 
electric cooperatives. 

At the meeting, cooperative leaders will share 
insights and strategies for continuing to provide 
cooperative members with excellent service as 
technology and the utility industry evolve. Delegates 
will also set legislative and organizational priorities 
for 2017 and hear from officials, key public figures 
and business experts about issues affecting electric 
co-ops and their members. 

Representatives from Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC are participating in the NRECA Annual Meeting 
as one of more than 900 electric cooperatives 
nationwide. Like Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC, all electric cooperatives are independent 
and guided by locally elected directors. Although 
independent, “cooperation” is a key word for electric 
cooperatives. It’s one of the seven principles that 
guide cooperative businesses, and it’s a concept on 
display at the NRECA annual meeting as cooperative 
representatives from across the nation work together 
to improve service to local members. 

Electric cooperatives benefit from the strength of 
our powerful cooperative network. By drawing on our 
shared knowledge and focusing on our commitment 
to members, electric cooperatives, including 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, will continue to 
innovate to meet, and exceed, the expectations of our 
members, now and into the future. 
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Smart Appliances Offer Convenience,  
but Have a Ways to Go
It seems like everything is “smart” these days; 
cars, the grid, watches, houses, phones and…
appliances. When I hear the term “smart 
appliance,” the Jetsons – with their fully automated 
home – immediately come to mind. Dinner was 
cooked, laundry done and dishes washed by a 
smart machine. 

In reality, smart appliances utilize modern 
communications technology to make functions 
faster, cheaper and more energy efficient.

The annual Consumer Electronics Show 
features more smart appliances every year. 
Refrigerators, stoves and ovens, freezers, washers 
and dryers, garage door openers, dishwashers, 
water heaters – the wave is coming. 

Even though today’s smart appliances can give 
many of us sticker shock, experts predict these 
new technologies will deliver major benefits in 
energy efficiency, convenience and maintenance. 
So what makes today’s smart appliances stand out 
from others? 

From the smart screen on your dazzling new 
refrigerator, you can check the weather while 
grabbing your orange juice. You can even browse 
the internet for recipes – all on the conveniently 
placed touchscreen. 

Remotely monitor your oven to turn it on and adjust 
temperatures. Running late from work and need to 
get the kids somewhere? Stop for a frozen pizza on 
the way home, and preheat the oven so you can pop 
it in upon arrival. That’s pretty neat. And of course, the 
panic moment while winging off on vacation of, “Did I 
leave the oven on” will be a thing of the past.

Got a load of clothes in the washer you forgot 
to start? Log in and start the cycle from the golf 
course. 

How about this one? Wifi-connected appliances 
with clocks will reset themselves for Daylight 
Saving Time! One less digital device to tinker with 
twice a year.

Eventually, I see smart appliances becoming 
extremely useful to the average homeowner. A 
refrigerator that reads the bar codes of what you 
put in and tracks consumption could recommend 
a shopping list if it noticed something getting low 
or out of date. No more cracking open the milk to 
sniff for freshness. I can go for that! 

Maintenance is an area of huge potential. Let’s say 
one of your smart appliances is feeling sickly. One 
day it may call the manufacturer and get a diagnosis. 
You won’t have to wait at home for a technician who 
may or may not find the problem – or have the right 
parts. With your permission, the tech can show up 
to your home with everything needed to make the 
repair. How convenient that will be!

Finally, from an energy efficiency and load 
management point of view, smart appliances 
present an opportunity to manage energy 
load more discretely in the quest to give co-op 
members the highest possible quality of service at 
the lowest possible price. Sure, the Jetsons’ flying 
car is a long way off – but not their appliances. 

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell

lines FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL
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After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657

Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at  
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com

At the Heart of the Community
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s business is providing electricity, but our 
heart is in empowering our members and building the communities we serve. If 
you’re looking for love this Valentine’s Day, consider the love we have to give 
to you and to the community. 

Loving you – our members:
You might wonder why we, a business that sells the service of electricity, 

provides you with tips and tools to use less of what we sell. It’s because of 
our business model. Cooperative businesses are not-for-profit and exist to provide exceptional service 
to members, rather than to make a profit. We think that means giving you the tools you need to make 
informed energy decisions that can lead to more manageable family budgets. 

Loving our community: 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and its employees have big hearts for service and giving back to others 

Through our Bright Ideas education grant program, local teachers win funding for innovative project to help 
students achieve success. And right now, we’re accepting applications for Touchstone Energy Sports Camp 
scholarships that will send two local students to basketball camps on college campuses. With these programs 
and others, not only are we spreading the love to our members and organizations, but to children, which are 
the future of our community. 

Loving local businesses and economies: 
At the same time, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is investing to help 

our communities grow and thrive through our economic development 
department. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC was founded in 1936 when neighbors 
worked together to raise poles, string lines, and bring electricity to 
the people and farms of our area. Our members were the core of 
our cooperative then, and they remain at the heart of our existence 
today. Much has changed in the last 81 years, but our cooperative 
mission stands unchanged: To power, and empower, the people and 
communities we serve. 

We love our members!

Tar Heel Teacher of the Week
Congratulations to Mike Whitehurst! He was honored as a 2016 “Bright 
Ideas Tar Heel Teacher of the Week” in recognition for his outstanding work 
as a Bright Ideas education grant winner. His project, “Off We Go Into The 
Wild Blue Yonder,” gets his Southwest 
Edgecombe High school students 
building “working” model airplanes 
for an immersive history experience.

Edgecombe-Martin partners with 
many outstanding teachers through 
our Bright Ideas education grant 
program, and Whitehurst consistently 
goes above and beyond to make a 
difference for his students and the 
community. Mr. Whitehurst is one of 
only 26 teachers statewide to earn 
the Tar Heel Teacher of the Week this 
school year. 


