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For members of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Join us for the 82nd Annual Meeting
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
invites everyone to our 82nd Annual
Meeting, Saturday, March 16, 2019.
The Annual Meeting of Members
is designed to deliver information
to the membership concerning
state and national issues that affect
the co-op, financial data from the
previous year, and our financial
outlook for the year ahead.
Registration will begin at 10 a.m.
Members who register will be
eligible to win one of 15 $82 electric
bill credits. Members’ children will
be eligible to win one of four $82
Walmart gift cards.
As usual, registration and festivities
will begin at 10 a.m. and the business
session will start at 12 p.m. A catered
lunch will be provided starting

at 10 a.m. for members and their
immediate family. Live entertainment
will also take place before the
business session, and children can
enjoy outside amusements during the
business session.
So, mark your calendar for
Saturday, March 16, and come
join the fun. Please look for your
annual meeting notice and member
registration card on the front of
the next issue of Carolina Country
magazine, and remember to bring it
with you to the 82nd Annual Meeting.
If you are a member with special
needs and you plan to attend
this meeting, please contact the
cooperative at (252) 641-9502, by
Wednesday, March 6, so we can
work to accommodate your request.

Ronald McDonald
House Wish List
You can make an impact at
the Ronald McDonald House
of Eastern North Carolina by
donating items on the House’s
wish list at our Annual Meeting.
Please remember the House is
just like your home and can use
many of the same items you
use each day.
For the health and safety of
House guests and volunteers,
items should be new. Due
to stringent health codes,
please do not forget to check
expiration dates.
Listed below are the most
needed items at the Ronald
McDonald House of Eastern
North Carolina.
Individual Snacks
Kid friendly Cereal
Trash Bags
Spray Antibacterial Cleaner

Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power
or an emergency after hours,
please call 1-800-690-0657.
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Attention: All Farmers
and Farm Equipment
Operators
Our electric cooperative is actively involved in teaching
electric safety for the communities we serve. Part of
that training is the importance of electrical safety in our
agricultural industry. Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will host Farm Safety Training on Tuesday,
February 26, at 12:00 p.m. This training is provided at no
cost by Edgecombe-Martin County EMC.
Every year, 62 farm workers are electrocuted in the
United States, according to the U.S. Department of
Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration. It’s
important that those who live and work on farms know
the risks and understand how they can unknowingly
come into contact with electricity.
The most common risk of electrocution for farm
workers comes from overhead power lines because tall
equipment, such as grain augers, combines and raised
dump truck beds, can easily become entangled in the lines.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC stresses the importance of
electricity to North Carolina’s agricultural industry. Electrical
safety is critical for making our farms productive.
The training is intended for all farmers and farm
equipment operators and will cover a variety of electrical
hazards that farmers could encounter. Lunch will be
provided. RSVP to Monica Speight at (252) 641-9502
or monicas@ememc.com. Please provide an estimated
number of attendees by Monday, February 4.

Put Safety First During Winter Weather
Keep these tips in mind to protect
you and your family when winter
weather comes your way:
1. Place space heaters on solid
surfaces at least three feet away
from flammable items. Always turn
off space heaters before exiting a
room or going to sleep.
2. Don’t leave a fireplace
unattended unless embers are
extinguished. Use a fire screen to
catch rolling logs or sparks.
3. Generators should only be used
in an open and ventilated areas
and should never be operated
inside a home, including in a
basement or garage, due to the
risk of carbon monoxide fumes.
Never connect generators directly
to household wiring without first
having a qualified electrician
install a transfer switch to prevent
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backfeeding, which poses a
serious threat to line workers.
4. If using Sterno or charcoal to
cook food, always do so outside
in a well-ventilated area. Cooking
indoors with Sterno or charcoal
will produce deadly carbonmonoxide fumes, which are
colorless and odorless.

5. Stay away from downed or
sagging power lines and don’t
attempt to remove tree limbs
from lines.
6. Never drive over power lines
and always assume they are
electrified and dangerous. Alert
your electric cooperative of any
damaged lines immediately.

lines

You’re More Than a Customer
Author Anthony J. D’Angelo observed that, “Without a sense of caring, there can be
no sense of community.” To a large degree, this reflects Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC’s philosophy toward our consumer-members and the broader service territory
that we serve.
As a cooperative, we have a different
“bottom line.” While our priority is
always to provide reliable and safe
energy, there is another equally
important part of this equation. Your
well-being and that of the larger
community that we serve are of
paramount concern.
To us, you are not just a customer;
you are a member of our co-op and
without you, we would not exist.
In 1936, Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC was founded to fulfill
a vital need in our community that
would not have otherwise been
met. Concerned local leaders came
together to build this co-op and bring
electricity where there was none.
At that time, members of the
community understood we were
different because they likely knew
someone who helped to create
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC.

For most people, our founding and
its circumstances have been long
forgotten. Over time, folks in the
community may have come to think
of us as simply another energy
provider. But we are not. We are a
co-op that is constantly evolving to
meet the needs of the communities
we serve, and we are able to do this
because of members like you.
Since our inception, we have
sought feedback and engagement
from you and that of the larger
community to guide our long-term
decisions. This is why we hold
annual meetings and other events,
throughout the year. We host events
like this to engage with you and
obtain your feedback.
We strive to find new ways to help
you use energy more efficiently.
We’re always looking to explore
more options that will help you

Over time, folks in the community may have come to
think of us as simply another energy provider. But we
are not. We are a co-op that is constantly evolving to
meet the needs of the communities we serve, and we
are able to do this because of members like you.

manage your energy use such as
SmartHub and Prepay. In short,
we are always seeking to keep
pace with the changing energy
environment, evolving technology
and shifting consumer expectations.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
members help guide important
co-op decisions that improve and
enrich the community. We value the
perspective of our board members,
who are members of the co-op and
community – just like you.
As a local business, we have
a stake in the community. That’s
why we support local charitable
organizations and through our
programs like Sharing Success
Matching Grants. When you support
these efforts, you are supporting the
community and making it a better
place for everyone.
While the times may have
changed, our mission and outlook
have not. We view our role as a
catalyst for good. Working together,
we can accomplish great things for
our community now and in the future.
Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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2019 Touchstone Energy
Sports Camp Scholarships

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
is giving two local middle school
students an opportunity to dust off
those sneakers and hit the hardwood
alongside their favorite college
basketball athletes and coaches
this summer, thanks to Touchstone
Energy Sports Camp Scholarships.
Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC will select one young man
for a scholarship to attend the Roy
Williams Carolina Basketball Camp
June 22-26 at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and one
local young woman for the Wolfpack

Women’s Basketball Camp June 9-12
at North Carolina State University in
Raleigh. The scholarships cover all
expenses at the overnight camps,
which provide a glimpse into life on a
college campus.
“This is an exciting opportunity
for young athletes to visit our
state’s largest universities and
work directly with notable coaches
and student athletes,” said Monica
Speight, communication specialist
at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC.
“This scholarship is a way for our
cooperative to support students who
have a passion for sports and want
to find new ways to excel. By earning
the scholarships and going to camp,
these young adults learn skills they
can use on the court and in the
classroom.”
Applications are being accepted
through March 31. Contestants will
be judged on academic records,
extra-curricular activities and the

Rebate: Electric Vehicle Owners
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
offers a rate schedule that was
designed specifically for EV owners
who use most of their energy
overnight charging their vehicle. The
co-op is also offering a $200 rebate
for members with an electric vehicle
that switch to this rate.
The off-peak and super off-peak
time periods make the difference with
the EV rate schedule. By using most
of your energy during the off-peak
and super off-peak times, you will see
significant savings on your energy bill.
To apply for this new rate provide
a copy of the electric vehicle
registration card corresponding to
the associated electric address,
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content of an essay that must be
submitted with the application. To
be eligible to win, students must be
in the sixth, seventh or eighth grade
during the 2019-2020 school year
and have permission from a parent
or guardian. Winners are expected
to be announced by May 1.
Eligible students who are
interested in the scholarship can
contact Monica Speight at 252-6419502 or monicas@ememc.com for
more information.
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proof that the vehicle can be
recharged from an external plug-in
source of electricity and notice of
ownership or lease of the vehicle.
For more information on our new
EV rate, contact the co-op at
252-823-2171.

Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk under
the drive thru canopy, by calling our
automated telephone service at
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night
deposit box or you may choose to utilize
the convenience of online bill-pay by
logging on to ememc.com

