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Holiday closing
Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC will be 
closed on Monday, 
January 2, in 
observance of  
New Years Day.

UNC and Wolfpack 
Basketball Camp 
Scholarships: Apply Today! 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is accepting applications from 
middle-school students for all-expense-paid scholarships to summer 
basketball camps at the University of North Carolina and NC State 
University. Young men can apply to attend the Roy Williams Carolina 
Basketball Camp in Chapel Hill, and young women can compete for a 
spot at the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp in Raleigh. 

Students can download an application at  
www.ncelectriccooperatives.com/community beginning Jan. 2, 2017.  
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC will select one student for each 
camp in a competitive process based on academics, extra-curricular 
activities and a short essay. Rising sixth through eighth graders are 
eligible to apply, and the final application deadline is March 31. 

The Touchstone Energy Sports Camp Scholarship program, 
sponsored by Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and the state’s 26 
electric cooperatives, sends more than 50 students statewide to 
learn from renowned collegiate coaches and athletes each year. Both 
camps will work closely with students to develop fundamental skills 
like sportsmanship and leadership that will help the young athletes 
excel both on and off the court.

The Touchstone Energy Sports Camps program provides a unique 
educational and athletic opportunity for outstanding students across 
our state and is yet another way the cooperatives are demonstrating 
their commitment to North Carolina communities.

Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC members can request a 
complimentary 2017 Scenic 
Almanac calendar or a 2017 
Farmer’s Almanac on their next visit 
to our office. We will distribute the 
calendars and almanacs to walk-in 
members until they are gone, so 
stop by and get yours today. 

Both the calendar and almanac 
provide an abundance of useful 
information to help you make plans 
throughout the year!

Get Your 
Complimentary 
Almanac or Calendar
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How Renters can Fight the Winter Chill
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 33 percent 
of Americans lease their homes. Unfortunately, 
many lease agreements forbid major alterations to 
rental properties. But don’t worry, renters! Consider 
using these low-cost, energy-efficient tips from 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC to improve the 
efficiency of your home this winter. 

Heating the home typically makes up about 48 
percent of your utility bill. Set your thermostat as 
low as is comfortable in the winter – Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC recommends 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit to boost energy efficiency.  

During the winter months, take advantage of heat 
from sunlight. Open draperies and shades during 
the day to allow natural light to heat your home. 
Remember to close them in the evenings as the 
temperature drops and windowpanes become chilly.

Does your home have window air conditioning 
units? This winter, remember to insulate the units 
from the outside with a tight-fitting cover, available 
at your local home improvement center or hardware 
store. This keeps heated air from escaping outside. 

If desired, you can 
remove the window 
unit during winter 
months to prevent 
energy loss.

Another way to 
save on heating is to 
make sure your water 
heater is set at the 
lowest comfortable 
setting. Have you experienced scalding hot water 
when taking a shower? If so, it’s likely that your 
water heater is set too high – which is a waste 
of energy. Older models of water tanks are often 
not insulated, which can be easily remedied by 
covering them with an insulating jacket.

Also, be mindful when using electronics at home. 
Unplug devices when not in use, and use smart 
power strips to save on energy use. To learn more 
ways to be energy efficient around the home, visit 
www.togetherwesave.com and start saving today.

Tar Heel Teacher of the Week
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is proud to 
announce that local teacher Mike Whitehurst 
of South West High School has been honored 
on a statewide level as a Bright Ideas Tar Heel 
Teacher of the Week. Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC nominated Whitehurst in recognition of his 
dedication to students and for winning Bright Ideas 
education grant funding from the cooperative for the 
project entitled “Off we go into the Wild Blue Yonder.” 

“We are privileged to work with many 
outstanding teachers through our Bright Ideas 
education grant program, and Mike Whitehurst 
consistently goes above and beyond to make 

a difference for students,” said Monica Speight, 
communications specialist. “It is an honor to 
recognize Whitehurst for his hard work and to be 
able to thank him for the positive contribution he 
makes in our community.” 

Whitehurst is one of only 26 teachers statewide 
to receive the Tar Heel Teacher of the Week 
designation this school year. He will be recognized 
on air during the Tar Heel Sports Network’s radio 
broadcast of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill men’s basketball game. Whitehurst will 
also be featured on the Bright  Ideas website at 
www.NCBrightIdeas.com. He, along with the 25 
other Tar Heel Teacher of the Week honorees, 
will also receive a plaque commemorating their 
achievement, as well as tickets to a UNC game. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC accepts Bright 
Ideas education grant applications from teachers 
for creative classroom learning projects at  
www.NCBrightIdeas.com every year from April 
through September. The Tar Heel Teacher of 
the Week and Bright Ideas education grant 
programs are examples of North Carolina’s electric 
cooperatives’ commitment to community.
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Electric Cooperatives are Ready to Work 
With Elected Officials
As the nation prepares to welcome a new 
Congress and Administration, America’s electric 
cooperatives are ready to welcome back old 
friends and introduce ourselves to newcomers. 

The co-ops’ message to elected officials, both 
old and new, Republican and Democrat, will be 
the same: we all need to work together to protect 
consumer access to safe, reliable and affordable 
electric service. 

We have reason to believe this message will 
be well-received. After all, co-ops speak for more 
than 42 million electric consumers nationwide, a 
sizeable constituency by any measure. 

Moreover, whatever you thought of the 2016 
campaign, one message came through loud and 
clear: many, many people don’t believe their 
concerns are being heard. For member-owned 
cooperatives, listening to people is at the heart of 
our business model. And we carry our members’ 
concerns to public officials every day. 

As co-ops reach out to engage with elected 
officials, they will build on the strength of Co-ops 
Vote, the grassroots initiative to reverse declining 
voter turnout in rural areas.  

Co-ops Vote did more than register voters. This 
initiative sent a strong message to the country’s 
elected officials that rural electric consumers 
matter. 

And co-ops will be reinforcing this message 
with a request that policymakers keep the needs 
of consumers front and center. Needs such as 
funding for infrastructure––especially transmission 
lines and access to natural gas. Increasing the 
efficiency of the electric system. Determining the 
future of hydropower and nuclear energy. Elected 
officials will be making decisions affecting every 
aspect of the electric system. 

Advocating for these issues is nothing new. 
In fact, we’ve been doing it for years. And we’re 
ready to continue the fight on your behalf.

The time is now to reach out to all elected 

officials, new and returning. 
Here at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC we will 

be reaching out to local, state and federal officials. 
In initial conversations with newly elected officials, 
we will be explaining the unique member-owned, 
not-for-profit co-op business model. And we will 
be reminding long-time politicians of our co-op’s 
commitment to its members. We will also continue 
to emphasize the importance of “rural” economic 
development which will help create jobs and 
growth for our area. 

In Washington, D.C., our national trade 
association, the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, will be conducting similar 
introductions, speaking with key agencies and 
departments within the new Administration. It is 
likely many of these new policymakers will know 
little or nothing of the co-op model.

Forging an energy future that serves rural 
consumers, and protecting access to safe, reliable 
and affordable electric power will be a bipartisan 
effort. Electric co-ops are optimistic. As we work 
with our elected leaders, we hope to renew a 
spirit of cooperation in the nation’s Capital and in 
statehouses across the country.  

After all, cooperation is what co-ops do best! 

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell

lines FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL
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Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at  
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com

Improved Home Efficiency:  
A Resolution With a Big Impact
New Year’s resolutions give us the opportunity to start fresh and 
consider changes to our habits that lead to personal improvement. 
But what if our personal resolutions had a bigger impact? There’s 
one that can – a resolution for a more energy efficient 2017.  

Collectively, small changes add up to big savings, and a resolution 
for improved efficiency at your home could benefit not just your 
personal budget but also the environment. Consider these five low- 
and no-cost tips to increase your home energy efficiency in 2017.

1. Make power strips work for you: Plugged-in appliances and 
electronics use small amounts of power even when they are turned 
off. This is called phantom energy use, and it can be eliminated – in 
the flip of a switch – if your electronics are plugged into a power 
strip. According to Energy.gov, you can save $100 per year by using 
power strips to reduce phantom load. Just be careful to never overload 
a power strip.

2. Use sunlight to help heat your home: On bright, sunny, winter days, 
open your blinds or curtains to let the natural light from the sun warm 
up your home. Be sure to close your window treatments as the sun 
begins to set. 

3. Save hot water in three ways: It takes energy to heat water, and 
you can save energy by: 1) Adjusting your water heater’s setting to 120 
degrees Fahrenheit. If you’ve never adjusted it, chances are it is set 
at 140 degrees. 2) Installing low-flow showerheads, which will help not 
only with your energy bill for heating the water, but also with your water 
bill because you’ll use less! 3) Washing clothes in cold water. 

4. Install a smart or programmable thermostat, or be diligent about 
adjusting yours manually: According to Energy.gov, you can save as 
much as 10 percent on heating and cooling per year by turning your 
thermostat back 7-10 degrees for eight hours a day in the winter and by 
setting it that much higher in the summer. You can do this while you’re 
away during the day, as well as overnight. If set, smart or programmable 
thermostats can do this automatically, and you can achieve the same 
savings by remembering to adjust your manual thermostat. 

5. Understand more about your home energy use: Knowledge is 
power, and  Edgecombe-Martin County EMC offers several ways for 
you to learn more about your home energy use so you can make 
informed energy decisions. Log on to our  web portal or install our 
SmartHub app to track your daily energy use and understand the 
factors that influence it. Or consider our prepay program where 
you pay for your electricity in advance; this helps create a stronger 
connection between energy use and budgeting, which often leads to 
improved energy decisions. 

Let’s make creating a more energy efficient 2017 not just a resolution, 
but a movement. Ask your neighbors, friends and family to consider 
these goals, and take to social networks to share your ideas because in 
the case of energy efficiency – peer pressure is a good thing. 


