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call 1-800-690-0657.

January 2018

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC will 
be closed on 
Monday, January 1, in 
observance of New 
Years Day.

Touchstone Energy Sports Camp 
for Middle School Students
Do you have a child that will be going into the sixth, seventh, or eighth 
grade, who enjoys basketball? 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is offering a unique opportunity 
to students with the Touchstone Energy Sports Camp Scholarships. 
These scholarships give the ability to attend basketball camps on two 

of the state’s largest 
college campuses.

Students 
statewide are 
encouraged to 
apply for one of 
50 all-expense-
paid scholarships 
to attend the Roy 
Williams Basketball 

Camp at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (June 16-20) 
and the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Academy at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh (June 10-13).

The overnight camps are held in the summer, and campers work 
closely with coaches and players to develop fundamental skills, 
helping them perform and excel both on and off the court.
Campers must:

• Be a rising sixth, seventh or eighth grader. This means the 
student should currently be in fifth, sixth or seventh grade.

• Attend a school in the Cooperative service area. If unsure, 
please contact the Cooperative.

• Have permission from a parent or guardian to attend. An 
information sheet must be signed.

• Provide their own transportation to and from camp.
Winners will attend the camps courtesy of Edgecombe-Martin 

County EMC. The Cooperative funds one scholarship to each camp. 
Applicants are judged on academics, extracurricular activities and 

writings that must accompany the application.
The application period ends March 31. Eligible students interested 

in the scholarship can contact Monica Speight at 252-641-9502 or 
monicas@ememc.com.
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Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC members can request a 
complimentary 2018 Scenic Almanac 
calendar or a 2018 Farmer’s Almanac 
on their next visit to our office. We 
will distribute the calendars and 
almanacs to walk-in members until 
they are gone, so stop by and get 
yours today. 

Both the calendar and almanacs 
provide an abundance of useful 
information to help you make plans 
throughout the year!

Get Your 
Complimentary 
Almanac or Calendar
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2017 Sharing Success Grant 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and CoBank 
recently awarded $2,000 to the Wright Flight of 
Martin County through CoBank’s Sharing Success 
Matching Grant Program. Wright Flight is a non-
profit educational organization that targets all 
Martin County fifth graders and provides life 
learning educational opportunities. The students 
who successfully complete the program are 
rewarded by the opportunity to fly in a real aircraft.

This year, CoBank established a $3 million 
fund to match charitable contributions made by 
its cooperative members. The matching grant 
program is designed to celebrate the vital role that 
cooperatives play in individual communities across 
the country. CoBank states that partnering with 
their customers to support worthy causes they care 
about is a great way for them to make a positive 
difference and fulfill its mission of service to rural 
America.

2017 marks the fifth year Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC awarded “Sharing Success” grant to 
local non-profits. Recipients must be recognized as 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations. 

Winston Howell and Eddie Stocks present Abner 
House, of Wright Flight of Martin County, a check 
for $2,000 as part of the CoBank Sharing Success 
Grant awarded to Wright Flight of Martin County.

Safety High-Voltage Demonstration  
Working on power lines is one of the most serious 
and potientially deadly jobs a utility lineman has to 
perform. However, they are not the only ones who 
may come into contact with live power wires. Fire 
fighters, police officers, farmers, and many others 
in the community often see firsthand what happens 
when trees fall through lines, balloons make contact 
with overhead equipment, and high voltage wires 
are downed on automobiles. 

That’s why Edgecombe-Martin County EMC has 
entered into a joint venture with other cooperatives 
to bring a life-sized, high-voltage demonstration to 
events in our communities. 

The demonstration is typically 30 minutes to an 
hour long and can be tailored to meet the specific 
needs of the group or organization. The display is 
constructed with the same poles, transformers and 
hardware used by Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, 
which aids in understanding the electrical system. 
Spectators will walk away with a new respect 
for electricity and knowledge of how to protect 
themselves from injury or death. 

For more information or to schedule your 
demonstration contact Monica Speight at 252-641-
9502 or monicas@ememc.com.

Linemen Bobby Wheeler, Will Scott and Sammy 
Clark recently conducted a High -oltage Safety 
demonstration for the Martin County Fire 
Association. The demo prompted discussion 
regarding the safety of the public, the emergency 
personnel, and the linemen. 
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Co-ops Push for Common-Sense Replacement 
Rule in Place of Clean Power Plan
In October, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) announced plans to repeal the Clean Power 
Plan, a regulation that would have increased costs and 
impacted many electric cooperatives across the nation. 
Now the EPA, informed by public comment, must work 
to develop a common-sense replacement plan. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is glad to see 
the rule go. We’re working with the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), our 
national trade association, to encourage the EPA 
to replace the rule with a plan that focuses on 
individual power plants. We hope the agency will 
craft a replacement rule to address power plant 
emissions legally, provide co-ops with the certainty 
and flexibility they need to meet their members’ 
needs, and support co-ops in their mission to 
provide affordable and reliable electricity.

Electric co-ops depend on a diverse fuel mix 
to meet the energy needs of 42 million members 
across the nation, protect reliability of the energy 
system and ensure affordable power. The fact is that 
no two electric co-ops are exactly alike. The nation’s 
900 electric co-ops rely on a diverse fuel mix to 
meet members’ energy needs, maintain reliability 
and ensure affordability. Each one makes strategic 
long-term investments in energy sources that make 
the most sense for them. Any new regulation needs 
to account for this reality.

This flexibility to pursue a diverse fuel mix allows 
co-ops to respond to local and regional factors and 
member preferences while ensuring affordable and 
reliable power. Past federal policy pushed cooperatives 
away from natural gas use for electricity to developing 
coal-based electric generation. In many cases, co-op 
members are still paying for those facilities—and the 
roughly $12 billion in pollution control measures that 
were added to them since the early 1990s.

But as it turns out, electric co-ops and other utilities 
are already making significant changes in how they 
generate power. Co-ops and their members value a 
healthy environment and vibrant rural communities. 
Market forces and members’ interests are driving 

co-ops to further diversify their electric generation 
portfolios. As a result, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
relies on a variety of generating resources that meet 
our member’s energy needs. Working with NCEMC 
to manage our wholesale power requirements we 
currently rely on the following mix of resources:

We live in a carbon constrained world and electric 
co-ops are reducing their carbon footprint. In fact, 
since 2005, co-ops have increased electric generation 
nationally by 15 million megawatt-hours while reducing 
carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 10 percent.

Given the progress happening without the Clean 
Power Plan, you may ask why we want the EPA 
to go back to the drawing board to come up with 
a replacement rule. The main reason is certainty. 
A workable, common-sense rule that adheres to 
the law clarifies the rules of the road for co-ops, 
which will then be better able to make smart, long-
term investments in electric generation. Regulatory 
certainty is an essential ingredient in ensuring a 
reliable supply of affordable power.

Co-ops are looking forward to working with the 
EPA on a plan that gets it right this time around.

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell

lines FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL
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Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657

Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com
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Why Electric Bills go up During the Holidays?
Co-op members use more energy 
during the holiday season and bills 
may be higher because of many 
reasons, here are a few of them:

1) Holiday lights and decorations 
use energy; switch to energy-
efficient LED holiday lights.

2) Holiday entertaining involves 
extra cooking and baking, which 
requires extra electricity.

3) Holiday guests mean more 
hot water for showers, laundry and 
dishwashing; more heating and 
lighting in guest rooms; and more 
cooking.

4) Shorter days and longer 
nights mean lights stay on 
longer, both inside and out.

5) With colder 
temperatures, space heaters 
are often used in garages, 
basements and other places 
to provide warmth.

6) Even if you don’t use 
electric heat, many heating 
systems use electricity to 
power fans and functions.

How Can we Serve You in 2018?
It’s amazing what we learn through listening and observation. 

New products and services are more likely to gain the satisfaction of 
consumers when their introduction follows market research. 

Here at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC we’ve provided members with 
a mobile application, SmartHub, enabling you to check the status of your 
electric service, and receive real-time updates on energy use.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC members are using the app to conduct 
routine business with us, like online bill payments and comparing daily and 
monthly usage. These mobile services are just new ways of connecting 
with people, like the member services representatives you reach when 
you call us, or greet you from behind the counters at our office. They help 
us offer quality services you expect us to provide. 

Our goal is to find ways to help you control energy costs. That’s why 
we communicate with you about energy prices and ways we can work 
together to help ease the burdens on your wallet. 

Listening improves understanding, builds trust, strengthens relationships 
and fosters cooperation. It’s also crucial to collaboration and success.  

That’s why Edgecombe-Martin County EMC still loves face time with 
our members. Our annual meeting is a social event for our whole co-op 
family. We hope you’ll make plans now to join us in March at the co-op for 
a morning of co-op business, fun and prizes.  

So, how do we serve you better in 2018? The same way many of us try 
to serve community, society and family better, each day—by listening.     

In our offices, on telephones, through social media exchanges and in 
our face-to-face meetings, we’re ready to listen.  

When you have questions about energy efficiency, electrical service or 
any of our products or services, just ask us. When we know just what you 
want, we’re in a better position to deliver successful results. So, drop in 
and see us, we’re always glad to hear from you. 


