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Power Wheels, EV IN-Charge
Starting July 1, 2018, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC will offer new
rates to members who own a plug-in-electric vehicle (EV).
This new rate schedule has been designed specifically for EV
owners who use most of their energy overnight charging their vehicle.
The co-op is also offering a $200.00 rebate for members
purchasing an electric vehicle.
The off-peak and super off-peak time periods make the difference
with the EV rate schedule. By using most of your energy during the
off-peak and super off-peak times, you will see significant savings on
your energy bill.
To apply for this new rate provide a copy of the electric vehicle
registration card corresponding to the associated electric address,
proof that the vehicle can be recharged from an external plug-in
source of electricity and notice of ownership or lease of the vehicle.
For more information on our new EV rate, contact the co-op
at 252-823-2171.

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will be closed on
Wednesday, July 4, in observance
of Independence Day.
Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk
under the drive thru canopy, by
calling our automated telephone
service at 1-855-356-6358, placed
in the night deposit box or you may
choose to utilize the convenience of
online bill-pay by logging on to
www.ememc.com
To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please call
1-800-690-0657.
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Revised Renewable Energy and EE Riders
Become Effective July 1
As of July 1, 2018, updated renewable energy and
energy efficiency rider charges will be applied to
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC members’ bills to
recoup the incremental costs associated with the
state mandated REPS (Renewable Energy Portfolio
Standard). These two riders appear on your bill as the

NC Renewable Charge and the NC EE Charge.
The NC Renewable Charge has been billed
monthly as follows since July 2017: Residential, $0.68;
Commercial, $2.99; Industrial, $19.92. Beginning with
the July 2018 billing, the rates will be billed as follows:
Residential, $0.36; Commercial, $1.58; Industrial, $10.53.
The NC EE Charge will also be updated for all bills
rendered after July 1, 2018, and the current charge will
increase from $0.00031 per kilowatt hour to $0.00056
per kilowatt hour.
Each of these riders will be reviewed annually and
updated if approved by your board of directors in
July. Changes in each rate come from participation
in additional renewable energy projects and
implementation of energy efficiency programs. We will
keep you informed as we work to meet the required
compliance standards set forth in this energy legislation.

Powell Retiring from Wright Flight
Wright Flight is a nonprofit educational organization
that targets all Martin County fifth graders to provide
life-learning educational opportunities. The students
who successfully complete the program are rewarded
with the opportunity to fly in a real aircraft. This
program inspires students to do better in school and
become a better person.
To qualify for participation in the Wright Flight event,
students spend 10 weeks studying aviation as part
of their curriculum. In addition, each student selects
one subject from their first marking period and set a
goal to bring it up by a whole letter grade. Those who
already had straight A’s were asked to do a project
with aviation history. Once the students accomplished
their goals they were rewarded with a day of flying.
Gene Powell is the president of the Wright Flight
Program. He is also the guardian of the Martin County
Airport. Powell has worked hard the last five years
to raise money to help fund the program, secure the
pilots and contract volunteers. Over the last two years
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC has worked with Powell
and been a proud financial supporter of the Wright Flight
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program through our sharing success grants.
Powell has announced his retirement from the
airport and the program as of August. EdgecombeMartin County EMC would like to wish Mr. Powell
congratulations on his retirement. We wish him
happiness, success and good helath as he begins his
new adventure.

Gene Powell, President of Wright Flight of Martin County
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WINSTON HOWELL

Summer Internship Program
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC understands the
importance of establishing productive, working
relationships with the universities and community
colleges in our area. These relationships have
proved to be beneficial in ways that will impact
electric cooperatives for years to come. Not only
are we able to provide hands-on learning that helps
develop and train students to be career ready when
they graduate, but we are also able to introduce the
students to the cooperative business model through
internships. These internships allow us to tell the
Cooperative story and why we are different than
other electric utility providers.
In 2013, East Carolina University and North
Carolina’s Electric Cooperative formed a partnership,
developing scholarship opportunities and internship
programs with the 26 North Carolina cooperatives
and East Carolina University College of Engineering
and Technology. Over the past six years, this program
has had a significant impact on the college, their
students and the electric cooperatives. EdgecombeMartin County EMC is proud to be a part of this
program again this year hosting our third intern.
Ethan Thomas (pictured) was the first participant
in the internship developed by ECU and NC’s
Electric Cooperatives. He worked at EdgecombeMartin County EMC throughout the summer in 2014.
Ethan graduated from ECU’s School of Engineering
and Technology in December 2014 with degrees
in electrical and mechanical engineering, and
accepted a position at Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC as system engineer.
This summer, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
is hosting Taylor Ascher, a North Carolina State
University student. Ascher is originally from
Wisconsin, but plans on staying in the region
and working in the electrical engineering field
post-college applying some of the engineering
experience he will gain through this internship.
Ascher will be working with multiple projects
during his internship at Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC. Some of the tasks Taylor will be working on
include: recording, analyzing, and improving the

protection device coordination within the existing
electric grid, improving the effectiveness of the
existing Controlled Voltage Reduction program, and
inspecting all substation connections with a thermal
imager to detect equipment that may become
overheated. This is a long process that ultimately
could mitigate the size or even reduce the number
of outages seen on the electric grid.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC believes
internships are a critical part of career development.
There are so many aspects you cannot get in
classroom settings that internships can provide. In
the long run, internships will allow us to attract and
retain employees that make the electric cooperative
stronger as we move forward. Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC is committed to the communities that
we serve and programs such as these are examples
of how we connect our members and communities
in meaningful ways.
Cooperatively Yours,
Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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As Temps Rise, So Could Your Bill
After a long, cold winter, warmer temperatures can be
a welcoming sight. What isn’t so welcome is the high
electricity bills that often accompany warm weather.
Why is that often the case? Simply put, the weather.
Seasonal fluctuations
in temperature can
have a significant
impact on electricity
use. In fact, just a few
days of temperatures
over 100 degrees can
cause cooling systems
to operate at maximum
capacity, which you could
see reflected in your bill.
When the air conditioner
needs to run longer to

keep indoor air temperatures cooler, this additional
electricity causes a higher bill.
Even high humidity levels without high temperatures
during the summer can raise your electric bill if
you set your thermostat to keep your home more
comfortable with lower humidity. While our area is
notorious for having high humidity and hot weather,
your bills don’t have to be notoriously high.
You can reduce the amount of electricity you use
during the warmer months by raising the thermostat a
few degrees. Setting the temperature at 78 degrees
Fahrenheit could save you up to 8 percent on monthly
cooling bills.
Also, use fans to move air and help you feel more
comfortable while you are in a room. Fans cool
people, not rooms, so turn them off when you leave.

2018 Hurricane Season Prediction
Researchers at North Carolina State University predict the 2018 Atlantic
hurricane season to be significantly more active than normal.
Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 through Nov. 30, and researchers
estimate a 70 percent likelihood of 14 to 18 named storms (winds of 39 mph or
higher), of which 7 to 11 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher),
including 5 major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher).
Although hurricane season starts June 1, the majority of storms occur between
mid-August and mid-October. You should always make plans and prepare ahead
of time for a major storm so you are not caught off guard. Take time to create a
hurricane plan and gather the necessary supplies to keep you safe.

2018 Alantic Hurricane Names
Alberto
Beryl
Chris
Debby
Ernesto
Florence
Gordon
Helene
Isaac
Joyce
Kirk
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Leslie
Michael
Nadine
Oscar
Patty
Rafael
Sara
Tony
Valerie
William
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