Along the

LINE
July 2019

For members of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Golf Tournament Raises
Funds for 4-H Program
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
helped raise funds to support the
Edgecombe County 4-H program
by hosting the 23rd Annual 4-H Golf
Tournament on May 10. Fourteen
teams participated in this year’s
tournament at the Links at Cotton
Valley in Tarboro.
Lamar was the winning team at
this year’s tournament, with Electrical
Services & Solutions and Jersey
Mikes coming in second and third
place, respectively.

Edgecombe County 4-H will
use the funds raised from the
tournament for various 4-H activities
during the year. Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC and the Edgecombe
County 4-H program greatly
appreciate the support of the local
organizations and the community
in order to make the tournament
successful.
Next year’s tournament will also
be held in May, and we hope that
you will join us!

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC will be
closed on Thursday,
July 4, in observance of
Independence Day.
Payments after office hours
and on holidays can be
made at the kiosk under the
drive‑thru canopy, by calling
our automated telephone
service at 1-855-356-6358,
placed in the night deposit
box or you may choose to
utilize the convenience of
online bill-pay by logging on
to ememc.com
To report a loss of power or
an emergency after hours,
please call 1-800-690-0657.

Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power
or an emergency after hours,
please call 1-800-690-0657.
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Clark Returns from Laphia, Bolivia
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC Lead Line Technician
Sammy Clark was one of an elite team of 13 volunteers,
representing seven of North Carolina Electric
Cooperatives, to bring electricity to the tiny rural village
of Laphía, Bolivia.
In the village of Laphia, families do not have the
modern convenience of the lights coming on when they
flip the switch, having a working refrigerator, and having
a plug to charge their cell phone. Laphía’s residents have
never had access to electricity, and most work as farmers.
Villagers’ homes are lit by kerosene lanterns, candles
and battery-powered lights. Cooking is done outdoors
in open-fire wood stoves. A typical village home is made
of wood with a corrugated metal roof. It usually has a
bedroom, kitchen and sometimes a primitive toilet area.
The small rooms have dirt or wood floors, sheets hanging
as doorways and open-air windows.
The Brighter World Initiative brought together 13
expert lineworkers from seven of North Carolina Electric
Cooperatives to build about five miles of power lines.
Most of the work, including pulling long spans of wire and
lifting heavy transformers, was done by hand, as access to
trucks and machinery was limited. Local villagers worked
with the team to help navigate the most challenging
terrain, including crossing a 2,000-foot ravine.
“We are really proud of Sammy for volunteering,”
said Winston Howell, CEO for Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC. “His hard work and sacrifice to help communities
and families in need exemplifies our values of the
cooperative difference, and reinforces one of our core
principles, ‘Concern for Community,’ and represents what
we truly believe in.”
Electricity is critical for the future of Laphía, as
residents have begun moving away to cities where
electricity offers access to a better quality of life and
educational opportunities for their children. Village
leaders told cooperative representatives that having
electricity will create new economic and educational
opportunities and a stronger community, as young
people will be able to stay in the village, rather than
moving to the city.
“Seeing their way of life, the difference between what
they have and what we have,” really left an impression, it
makes you grateful for what you have here, Clark said.
This project was made possible by NRECA
International, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization,
whose mission is to increase individual and community
access to electricity in all parts of the world.
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Defining Degree Days
Weather has a major impact on
energy bills, and when the outdoor
temperatures become extreme,
your heating and cooling equipment
works harder to keep your home
comfortable.
Did you know the energy experts
at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
use degree days to anticipate heating
and cooling needs for you, our
consumer-members?
Never heard of a degree day?
Don’t worry, you’re not alone. Let’s
take a look at what degree days are
and why they’re important for electric
utilities.
Degree days measure how cold or
warm a location is by comparing the
average of the high and low (mean) of
the outdoor temperatures recorded
in that location to the standard U.S.
temperature, which is 65 F. The
assumption is that we don’t need
heating or cooling to be comfortable
when this is the outdoor temperature.
So, the more extreme the outdoor
temperatures, the higher the number
of degree days. And the higher the
number of degree days, the higher
the amount of energy used for space
heating and cooling. Summer is in full
swing, so let’s look at cooling degree
days.
Cooling degree days are a
measurement of how hot the
temperature was on a given day or
during a period of days. With summer
temperatures rising, you’ll likely
require more cooling for your home
or business, which results in more
cooling degree days. Variations in
electric bills often follow closely with
degree days, which is why electric
utilities use this data to anticipate
future energy demand.

The map shown here includes data for cooling degree days (CDD), which are used
to measure and compare outdoor temperatures over periods of time. For example,
a day with a mean temperature of 80 F has 15 CDD (because the U.S. standard
temperature is 65 F). If the next day has a mean temperature of 83 F, it has
18 CDD. So, the total for those two days is 33 CDD.

Degree days are tracked for a
variety of reasons. Farmers can better
plan the planting of crops and timing
for pest control, and weather experts
can better assess climate patterns.
To view degree days for our area,
visit ememc.com/degree-day-data.
If charts and data aren’t your forte,
no problem. Here are a few tips to
help you save on energy bills this
summer:
Set your thermostat as high as
comfortably possible. The smaller
the difference between the indoor
and outdoor temperatures, the
lower your cooling costs will
be. The Department of Energy
recommends setting your
thermostat to 78 F when you’re
home and a higher setting for
when you’re away.

Turn off ceiling fans when you
leave a room.
Close window coverings, like
curtains and blinds, during the day
to block sunlight.
Use caulk and weather stripping
to seal air leaks around doors and
windows.
If you have questions about your
energy use or to learn more ways
to save, give us a call or stop by our
office. Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC is here to help.
Cooperatively Yours,

Monica Speight
Monica Speight
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Edgecombe-Martin Welcomes Summer Interns
This summer, the EdgecombeMartin County EMC engineering
department and operations
department are hosting interns.
Oliver Adcock is a student at
Western Carolina University pursuing
a degree in electrical engineering

and will graduate in 2020.
Trevor Sutton is a student at NC
State University also pursuing a
degree in electrical engineering and
will graduate in 2021.
Raymond Powell, a recent
graduate of Nash Community

College lineman program, is teaming
up with the operations department
for the summer as an apprentice
intern.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
believes internships are a critical
part of career development. There
are so many aspects you cannot
get in classroom settings that
internships can provide. In the long
run, internships will allow us to attract
and retain employees that make the
electric cooperative stronger as we
move forward.
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2019 Hurricane Season
Researchers at North Carolina State
University are predicting a normal
2019 Atlantic hurricane season.
Atlantic hurricane season runs
from June 1 through Nov. 30, and
researchers at North Carolina
State University are predicting 13
to 16 named storms (winds of 39
mph or higher), of which 5 to 7
could become hurricanes (winds
of 74 mph or higher), including 2
or 3 becoming major hurricanes
(Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph
or higher).
Although hurricane season starts
June 1, the majority of storms occur
between mid-August and midOctober. You should always make
plans and prepare ahead of time
for a major storm so you are not
caught off guard. Take time to create
a hurricane plan and gather the
necessary supplies to keep you safe.
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2019 Alantic
Hurricane Names
Andrea

Lorenzo
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Melissa

Chantal

Nestor

Dorian

Olga

Erin

Pablo

Fernand

Rebekah

Gabrielle

Sebastien

Humberto

Tanya

Imelda

Van

Jerry

Wendy

Karen
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