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Revised Renewable Energy
and EE Riders Become
Effective July 1
In July 2017, updated renewable energy and energy efficiency rider
charges will be applied to Edgecombe-Martin County EMC members’
bills to recoup the incremental costs associated with the state mandated
REPS (Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard). These two riders appear
on your bill as the NC Renewable Charge and the NC EE Charge.
The NC Renewable Charge has been billed monthly as follows
since July 2016: Residential, $0.58; Commercial, $2.57; Industrial,
$17.14. Beginning with the July 2017 billing, the rates will be billed as
follows: Residential, $0.82; Commercial, $3.59; Industrial, $23.93.
The NC EE Charge will also be updated for all bills rendered after
July 1, 2016, and the current charge will increase from $0.00023 per
kilowatt hour to $0.00031 per kilowatt hour.
Each of these riders will be reviewed annually and updated if
approved by your board of directors in July. Changes in each rate
come from participation in additional renewable energy projects and
implementation of energy efficiency programs.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s participation as a member of
GreenCo Solutions, Inc. has allowed us to make market purchases
of various types of renewable energy to help keep us in compliance
with the NC REPS. We will keep you informed as we work to meet
the required compliance standards set forth in this energy legislation.

Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

2016 Safety
Employee of the Year

Serviceman James Carlisle accepts
the 2016 Saftey Award from Board
President Bert Pitt and CEO Winston
Howell.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
held its annual safety luncheon on
April 27 to recognize the safety
accomplishments of all employees.
Serviceman James Carlisle received
the 2016 Safety Employee of The
Year Award during the ceremony
(pictured above). Safety Service
Awards recognizing 5-year
benchmarks were also awarded
to the following employees: John
Abrams, James Carlisle, Dale Riggs
and Eddie Stocks, 30 years; Tim
Crisp, 25 years; Michael Harrell, 20
years; Melinda Nimmo and Melissa
Taylor, 15 years.

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.
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Helping Seniors Beat the Heat
There are several programs that Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC helps administer or fund in some
way on an annual basis that we believe provide a
direct benefit to the members and communities that
we serve. One of those ongoing programs is the
Seniors Heat Relief Program that is administered by
the Edgecombe County Office on Aging.
This year the co-op donated $500 to the
Edgecombe County Office on Aging to help
purchase box fans for the program. The fans are
available to individuals age 60 or older and they
must be a resident of Edgecombe County. Fans
can be obtained while supplies last by calling
the Edgecombe County Office on Aging at 252641-5831. A driver’s license or other valid form of
photo identification must be shown to verify age,
and documentation showing proof of residence in
Edgecombe County will also be needed.

Deborah Coley, Office on Aging and Eddie
Stocks, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC VP of
Member and Industrial Development
Edgecombe-Martin also provides educational
material free to the public in the form of booklets and
pamphlets, on keeping cool and conserving energy
during the summer months. If you are interested in
obtaining any of this material call 1-800-445-6486.

Touchstone Energy Sports Camp
Local students have earned Touchstone Energy
Sports Camp Scholarships from Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC to attend summer basketball camps at
two of the state’s largest college campuses.
Morgan Lee of South Edgecombe Middle School
will attend the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball
Camp at NC State University, and Carlo Foreman
Jr. of South Edgecombe Middle School will attend
the Roy Williams Carolina Basketball Camp at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, both on
full scholarships from Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC. Morgan is the daughter Jessica Lee. Carlo is
the son of Carlo and Shalissa Foreman.

Carlo Foreman Jr.
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Morgan Lee

“Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is pleased to
give these outstanding students the opportunity
to experience life on a college campus and learn
from college coaches and student-athletes,” said
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s Monica Speight.
“These camps teach valuable lessons that students
can apply in their lives both on and off the court.”
Morgan and Carlo were selected by a panel
of judges based on an application that included
academic achievements, extracurricular activities,
an essay and a short-answer question.
During the overnight camps, students will stay
in dorms on campus and soak up lessons on the
hardwood from the collegiate coaching staffs and
student-athletes. Coaches at both overnight camps
will work closely with each camper to develop
fundamental basketball skills and practice playing
hard while working cooperatively.
The all-expense-paid scholarships, sponsored
by North Carolina’s 26 Touchstone Energy
cooperatives, provide funding for more than 50
middle-school students from across North Carolina
to attend basketball camp. This is the 14th year
the cooperatives have awarded young women
scholarships to attend an NC State women’s
basketball camp and the 12th year the co-ops have
sent young men to the Roy Williams camp.
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FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL

Cost of Service Study and Rate Analysis
October 2017 will mark five years since
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC implemented our
last rate adjustment. The board of directors and
employees of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
work diligently to achieve operating efficiencies
to help keep your rates low. As your local, not-forprofit electric cooperative, our primary goal is to
provide you with safe and reliable electricity at the
most economical cost.
Over the last several months, we have been
able to compile all of the information needed to
conduct a cost-of-service study and rate analysis.
This process is very detailed and an abundance
of data must be collected in order to provide
an accurate analysis. Completing the cost-ofservice study and rate analysis will ensure we
provide rates that are fair and equitable to all
members while fulfilling our duty of keeping your
cooperative financially sound.
As in most businesses, costs continue to rise
on many of the items necessary for us to conduct
business. Materials, equipment, insurance and
benefits have all seen their share of increases
over the past five years. In today’s ever-changing
power market, we must make long-term plans
that help mitigate wholesale power cost that

are forecasted to increase over the next several
years. Economic growth continues to be stagnant
in our rural communities, and revenue has
decreased over the past couple of years due to
milder weather patterns. The financial impact of
lost energy sales from the destruction caused by
Hurricane Matthew will also be felt for years to
come.
It is our goal to provide our members with the
lowest-cost rates consistent with sound economy
and good management. We also strive to maintain
and improve our electrical system so we may
continue to provide you with the reliable electric
service you have come to expect. EdgecombeMartin County EMC is doing everything possible
to keep our operating cost low. We encourage our
members to embrace energy efficiency in their
homes and businesses as we work with them to
provide educational energy efficiency information.
For information on how to make your home or
business more energy efficient, please contact our
office at 1-800-445-6486.
As we move through the process and finalize
the cost of service study and rate analysis we
will communicate the findings to you through
Facebook and our newsletter.

Cooperatively Yours,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Knight to Attend
Cooperative Leadership Camp
Jordan Knight, a rising senior at Tarboro High School, was chosen to
represent Edgecombe-Martin County EMC at the Cooperative Youth
Leadership Conference held in June at the N.C. FFA Center at White Lake.
The mission of the conference is to educate students about
cooperatives, build their leadership skills and promote teamwork through
a series of activities, training and presentations.
During the five-day event, students engage in activities such as the
organization of a T-shirt cooperative, small group sessions, listen to
prominent speakers, perform a talent show and fun team competitions.

Please Inform Us Before
Adding Load to your Service
Harvest time is just around the corner for most farmers. In fact, most
tobacco farmers will be preparing to prime and cure their first crop
of tobacco in the next few weeks–weather permitting.
In order to provide our connected farm accounts with continued
reliable service, we need
to be informed of any
changes or upgrades
you have made to your
operations since last year’s
curing season. It is possible
that we may need to make
changes to our distribution
system to allow for any added load, such as additional bulk barns or
grain dryers.
In conjunction with curing and drying operations, EdgecombeMartin County EMC realizes how important it is to restore power
as quickly as possible after an outage. When calling the Outage
Reporting System at 1-800-690-0657, you have the ability to leave
a message with your outage information that will assist crews in
reconnecting your service quickly.
If you have multiple services it is helpful to leave the pole number
where the outage occurred on your message so we make sure
we have the correct account associated with the outage. The pole
number can be found on the side of the pole on a yellow and silver
metal strip, usually facing the nearest road or highway. You can also
leave an account number or a physical address to help us identify
the correct account that is without power.
The curing season begins soon so call the cooperative now at
1-800-445-6486 or (252) 823-2171 to request reconnection of service
or to let us know of any change to your account(s).
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Bert Pitt, President
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Billy Trevathan, Treasurer
Norman A. Roberson
Wayne Harrell
Rejeanor Scott
Edward B. Simmons, Attorney

CEO
Winston T. Howell
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Monica Speight
Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC 27886
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)
After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk under
the drive thru canopy, by calling our
automated telephone service at
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night
deposit box or you may choose to utilize
the convenience of online bill-pay by
logging on to www.ememc.com

