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For members of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Annual Meeting Notice
Dear Member:
The 80th Annual Meeting of Members of Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation will be held on March 18, 2017, at the
headquarters facility, NC Hwy. 33E, Tarboro. The meeting will be held
in the truck warehouse for safety and convenience. Use the concrete
driveway to enter the parking areas.
The purpose of this meeting is: (1) the presentation, consideration
of, and action upon reports by officers, directors, and committees, (2)
the election of directors and, (3) the transacting of any other business
that comes before the meeting. The president and C.E.O. will make
their annual reports to the membership on the state of the cooperative.
Please mail questions pertaining to your cooperative prior to March 3
to Winston Howell, C.E.O., P.O. Box 188, Tarboro, NC 27886, so we may
have time to compile any information or data your request may require.
The agenda for the meeting is located on the cover wrap of this issue
and highlights on the nominations for directors are on pages 22 - 23.
If you do not plan to be present and wish to cast a vote, please
complete, sign and return the proxy form on the front cover of this
magazine by mail to the address noted above. (Only an adult member
of your household is eligible to vote your proxy.)
Members who are entitled to and desire reasonable
accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act or other
laws should contact the Member Services Department prior to
Wednesday, March 8, 2017.
Electric bill credits will be drawn at the end of the business session
and you must be present to win. Registered members and their
immediate families are invited for lunch. There will be activities for
children ages 4-12.
Mark your calendars to attend the Annual Meeting of Members on
Saturday, March 18, 2017. The business session will begin promptly at
12 noon. We look forward to seeing you there.
Yours Truly,

Update Your Address
It may seem odd that we wouldn’t
already have this. Your bill probably
finds you each month and we have
a meter at your location, so we
should know where to find you,
right?
Unfortunately, it isn’t that easy.
Although the co-op has map
locations for meters and mailing
addresses on accounts, we lack 911
addresses for many meters. Many
of our accounts show unknown in
the location field or have a name
for the account listed. Having the
911 address helps staff easily locate
your account if you don’t have
your meter number during power
outages or setting up new services.
Give member services a call at
1-800-445-6486 to make sure we
have your correct address listed on
your account.

Joseph A. Suggs
Secretary
Edgecombe-Martin County Electric Membership Corporation
Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.
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Nominees for Directors
Wayne Harrell (E-3) Nominated by Committee
Wayne Harrell has served as an Edgecombe-Martin County EMC director for two
years. Mr. Harrell is a native of Edgecombe County and is the owner and manager
of Harrell & Owens Farms. Mr. Harrell has over 35 years of agricultural experience
in farm management and operations.
His father, Floyd H. Harrell, served as a director from 1983 through 2014.
Graduating from Tarboro High School in 1973, Mr. Harrell continued his education
studying civil engineering at NC State University in Raleigh, NC.
Mr. Harrell has served and continues to serve our community and state. He is
a past member of the board of directors for the NC Peanut Growers Association
and currently serves as chairmen of the board of deacons for Pender’s Chapel
Missionary Baptist Church. He is a 20-year member of the Conetoe Ruritan Club
and Conetoe Volunteer Fire Department. In his leisure time, Mr. Harrell enjoys spending time with his
wife, Selena, their two children and two grandchildren.

Rejeanor Scott (P-1) Nominated by Petition
Rejeanor Hamilton Scott grew up in a rural area of Edgecombe County and has
lived on a farm in Pitt County with her husband, Sidney Scott, for the past 48
years. They have three adult children and one grandchild. She is a graduate of
South Edgecombe High School and East Carolina University. An active member
of 4-H in her teens, Mrs. Scott learned about electric membership cooperative
and competed in both 4-H speaking contests and demonstrations as an advocate
for electric membership cooperatives.
Mrs. Scott is a member of Mt. Pleasant Christian Church. She also serves on the
Friends of Joyner Library board of directors at ECU. Her varied career in education
as a teacher and administrator provided her an opportunity to meet many people and
develop lasting relationships in the community. As a retiree, Mrs. Scott would like to
use her skills to serve on the board of directors of Edgecombe-Martin EMC.

Millie Lilley (P-1) Nominated by Committee
Mrs. Millie Lilley is completing her seventh term as a member of your cooperative’s
board of directors, representing directorate district P-1. She presently serves as
the vice president of the cooperative. She was a member of Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC’s local Volunteer Action Committee, serving for nine years in various
statewide, regional and national offices in the Community Service Network.
Mrs. Lilley completed training and educational courses leading to her recognition
as a Credentialed Cooperative Director. Having completed further courses that
provide the competencies and skills required to deal with changes in the electric
utility industry, she has been awarded the Leadership Certificate from the National
Rural Electric Cooperatives Association.
Mrs. Lilley represents Region 1 of NRECA on the Member and Public Relations
Standing Committee, and she also serves as a representative for EdgecombeMartin County EMC on the NCEMC and NCAEC boards.
Mrs. Lilley is active in a number of local community and civic groups. She has
also served on the Board of Trustees and is currently the clerk at Pactolus Baptist
Church. In 2013, Mrs. Lilley retired as District Director for 3rd District Congressman Walter B. Jones. She
and her husband, Dr. Leonard D. Lilley, Jr., a retired educator and farmer, live on a Pitt County farm in the
Pactolus community. They have two adult children, Myla and David, and three grandsons.
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Bert Pitt (E-4) Nominated by Committee
Mr. Bert Pitt has served as an Edgecombe-Martin County EMC director since
November 2003. This district encompasses the southwestern part of Edgecombe
County in the cooperative’s service territory.
Mr. Pitt and his wife, Gwen, live in the St. Lewis community and have a daughter
who also resides in the St. Lewis with her husband and two children.
Mr. Pitt received his business degree from Atlantic Christian College (now Barton
College) in 1973. In July 2003, Gov. Mike Easley, appointed Pitt to serve on the North
Carolina State Board of Agriculture, which was confirmed by the State Senate. He is
past president of the board of directors for the Edgecombe County Farm Bureau, is a
member of the St. Lewis Ruritan Club and is a volunteer with the South Edgecombe
Rural Fire Department. In 1989 the Pitt Family was recognized as the state’s Farm
Family of the Year. Now farming over 1000 acres, Pitt has a strong understanding of
business management and cooperative values.
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FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL

Join Fellow Co-op Members
at the 2017 EMC-EMC Annual Meeting
It’s that time of year again, Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC is gearing up for the 2017 annual
meeting to be held at the co-op headquarters.
The annual meeting is a special time for co-op
members to gather, share experiences, hear from
co-op leadership and, perhaps most importantly,
vote to elect your new board members.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC employees
work hard to host this fun event, and we
encourage you to attend and exercise some of the
many rights you have as a member of an electric
cooperative. We know the food, games and prizes
are the best parts of the meeting, but there is so
much more to the event.
Did you know the annual meeting is an occasion
to discuss and learn more about the issues
affecting our community? This is an opportunity
to learn more about the topics that impact you
and talk about what we as a community can do to
address our most pressing challenges and take
advantage of available opportunities.
Your annual meeting is also the occasion to
exercise one of the greatest benefits of being an
electric co-op member: voting for the upcoming
year’s board of directors.

Your electric cooperative is not owned by faraway investors, and it is not run by an appointed
board of directors. Your electric cooperative is run
by a democratically elected board that is given the
privilege to serve because of your vote.
So, at this year’s annual meeting, not only will
you have a blast (and maybe win a prize!), but you
will feel good knowing that you had a voice in a
very important decision that impacts one of our
most vital resources, electricity.
From all of your friends at Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC, we hope to see you at the annual
meeting.

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Board Approves Capital Credit Retirement
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s board of directors has authorized the general retirement of
approximately $584,433 in capital credits to the members of the cooperative. This general retirement of
capital credits was approved at the board of director’s meeting in January and will be retired as follows:
50% of the remaining margins from 1996 and 1% of the remaining margins through 2015. All capital
credits for years prior to 1996 have been previously retired.
Capital credits will be issued in March 2017. Capital credits that are greater than $10.00 will be mailed
in the form of a check. However, capital credits less than $10.00 will be credited to the members
respective account. The amount each member will receive in capital credits is based on the amount of
electricity they purchased during the years for which capital credits are being retired. Every member’s
credit reflects their contribution of money to the cooperative for those years.
The board of directors of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC utilize relevant financial reports in order
to make a decision on the retirement of capital credits. As a member-owner of the cooperative, all
patronage capital paid in after operating expenses are deducted is returned back to you in the form of
capital credits. Since 2005, the board of directors have approved the retirement of nearly $8.8 million
in capital credits.
Unlike for-profit companies, member-owners receive capital credits
based upon patronage capital paid to the cooperative. Dividends are
paid to for-profit customers only if they hold stock in the company, and
www.ememc.com
their main initiative is to increase shareholder wealth. EdgecombeMartin County EMC’s sole purpose is to provide our members with
Board of Directors
safe and reliable power at the most economical cost possible, and
Bert Pitt, President
increasing shareholder wealth is not a part of our business model.
Millie Lilley, Vice President
Joseph Suggs, Secretary
Billy Trevathan, Treasurer
Jimmie Jernigan
Norman A. Roberson
Wayne Harrell
Edward B. Simmons, Attorney
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Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)
After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk under
the drive thru canopy, by calling our
automated telephone service at
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night
deposit box or you may choose to utilize
the convenience of online bill-pay by
logging on to www.ememc.com
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