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For members of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Annual Meeting Notice

Dear Member:
The 81st Annual Meeting of Members of Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation will be held on March 17, 2018, at the
headquarters facility, NC Hwy. 33E, Tarboro. The meeting will be held
in the truck warehouse for safety and convenience. Use the concrete
driveway to enter the parking areas.
The purpose of this meeting is: (1) the presentation, consideration of,
and action upon reports by officers, directors, and committees, (2) the
election of directors and, (3) the transacting of any other business that
comes before the meeting. The president and C.E.O. will make their
annual reports to the membership on the state of the Cooperative.
Please mail questions pertaining to your cooperative prior to March 2,
to Winston Howell, C.E.O., P.O. Box 188, Tarboro, NC 27886, so we may
have time to compile any information or data your request may require.
The agenda for the meeting is located on the cover page
and highlights on the nominations for directors are included on
pages 25 - 26.
If you do not plan to be present and wish to cast a vote, please
complete, sign and return the perforated proxy form card located on the
inside of this magazine’s front cover by mail to the address noted above.
(Only an adult member of your household is eligible to vote your proxy.)
Members who are entitled to and desire reasonable
accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act or other
laws should contact the Member Services Department prior to
Thursday, March 8, 2018.
Electric bill credits will be drawn at the end of the business session
and you must be present to win. Registered members and their
immediate families are invited for lunch. There will be activities for
children ages 4-12.
Mark your calendars to attend the Annual Meeting of Members on
Saturday, March 17, 2018. The business session will begin promptly at
12 noon. We look forward to seeing you there.
Yours Truly,

Touchstone Energy
Survey Phone Calls
Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC is participating in
Touchstone Energy’s
“2017/2018 National Survey on
the Cooperative Difference” to
help the cooperative provide
the best possible service to
our members. As a result,
Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC members may receive
phone calls between now
and the end of March asking
them to spend a few minutes
answering questions about the
cooperative.
Calls will take place during
the evening on weekdays and
during the day on Saturdays.
Callers will identify themselves
as calling on behalf of the
cooperative, although “Opinion
Counts” will show up in the
caller ID on phones.
For more information about
the survey, please call our
office at 1-800-445-6486.

Joseph A. Suggs
Secretary
Edgecombe-Martin County Electric Membership Corporation
Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.
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Nominee for Director

Joe Suggs (E-1) Nominated by Committee
Joseph A. (Joe) Suggs is a member of the
Cooperative’s board of directors and has served on
the board since June 1992, representing directorate
district E-1. Mr. Suggs is a graduate of West
Edgecombe High School and earned an Associate’s
Degree in Agriculture from N.C. State University.
Suggs is actively engaged in farming in the
northwestern area of Edgecombe County,
and strives to promote all farming operations
as well as environmental issues and fair-land
management. Suggs indicated that farming has
become increasingly difficult throughout eastern
North Carolina with the many government
changes and policies over the years.
Mr. Suggs recently served on the board of
supervisors of the Edgecombe County Soil and
Water Conservation District, and on the board of
directors for Edgecombe County Farm Bureau.

In September 1999,
he was awarded
the Credentialed
Cooperative Director
certification from the
National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association
(NRECA) and in 2017
was recognized for
25 years of service as
an Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC board
member.
Mr. Suggs has been a member of EdgecombeMartin County EMC since 1975 and is glad to have
his sons, Chad and Adam, helping with the family
farming operations. Mr. Suggs resides on Hwy. 33
near Whitakers.

Local Student Selected to Represent
our Community at 2018 Youth Tour
Haley Cottrell is among 45 ambitious young
leaders from North Carolina selected to
participate in a distinctive learning and leadership
development opportunity this summer in the
nation’s capital. Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
is proud to sponsor Haley on the 2018 North
Carolina Youth Tour to Washington, D.C. This
year’s Youth Tour will bring together over 1,800
students from across the country to meet federal
elected officials, participate in networking events,
and learn about our nation’s history and the
importance of civic engagement.
Haley, a rising senior at Edgecombe Early
College will represent Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC on the June 9-15 tour.
“The Youth Tour experience cultivates awareness
of our cooperative’s mission and helps build
leadership skills and an understanding that every
person can make a difference,” said Monica
Speight, Communication Specialist of EdgecombeMartin County EMC. “We are committed to investing
in our younger members who we know hold the
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keys to the future success of our communities.”
Youth Tourists will explore some of the capital’s
most notable areas, including sightseeing at
historic memorials and museums, and cruising
on the Potomac River. While in Washington, D.C.,
Haley and the other North Carolina delegates will
also engage in discussions with both of the state’s
U.S. senators and several members of the U.S.
House on Capitol Hill.
EdgecombeMartin County EMC
has selected local
youth to participate
in the annual Electric
Cooperative Youth
Tour to Washington,
D.C., for several
years. Nearly 50,000
students have
participated in the
program nationally
since it began in 1964.
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FROM C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL

What You’re Missing at the Annual Meeting
Did you know every cooperative is required to
conduct an annual meeting of the membership?
The purpose is to hold the election for the board
of directors, share important financial information,
and of course—the great door prizes!
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s annual
meeting is a community gathering where
neighbors can meet new neighbors—or catch
up with old acquaintances. As our lives get
busier with the “errands of life” and more of our
interactions with others are online (via social
media), we must renew the value of face-to-face
human connections. Very few organizations
are uniquely positioned like Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC to bring together all members of our
local communities.
While rural Americans probably do a better job
of staying connected to our neighbors (in part
because we need too), it is not something we
should take for granted. The simple act of smiling,
saying hello and shaking someone’s hand truly lifts
both parties.
Our country and community face many
challenges. Our economy feels like it has been
stagnant for years. Overcoming these challenges
will only happen if we come together.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s annual
meeting is designed to take care of the important
business of your co-op and the equally important
business of building a real sense of community.
All cooperatives serve both an economic and
social purpose. While safe, reliable and affordable
electric power is crucial to our mission, improving
the quality of life for all members is at the core of
what we do every day.
If you have not attended the annual meeting
in the past or if it has been a few years, we urge
you to take the time to be with your fellow co-op
members.
We get out of life what we put into it.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is connected to
you by more than just powerlines. We are your
neighbors, and we look forward to seeing you at
your annual meeting on Saturday, March 17.

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell

Co-op Employee Whitlark
Retires After 29 Years
Congratulations to Debra Whitlark on her retirement after 29 years
at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC. We appreciate her many years
of service and express best wishes for her retirement.
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Board Approves Capital Credit Retirement
Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC’s board of directors has
authorized the general retirement
of approximately $401,447 in
capital credits to the members
of the cooperative. This general
retirement of capital credits was
approved at the board of director’s
meeting in January and will be
retired as follows: 100 percent of
the remaining margins from 1996
and 0.5 percent of the remaining
margins through 2016. All capital
credits for years prior to 1996 have
been previously retired.
Capital credits will be issued in
March 2018. Capital credits that are
greater than $10.00 will be mailed
in the form of a check. However,
capital credits less than $10.00 will be
credited to the members respective

account. The amount each member
Unlike for-profit companies,
will receive in capital credits is based
member-owners receive capital
on the amount of electricity they
credits based upon patronage capital
purchased during the years for which paid to the Cooperative. Dividends
capital credits are being retired.
are paid to for-profit customers only
Every member’s credit reflects
if they hold stock in the company,
their contribution of money to the
and their main initiative is to increase
cooperative for those years.
shareholder wealth. EdgecombeThe board of directors of
Martin County EMC’s sole purpose
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
is to provide our members with
utilizes relevant financial reports in
safe and reliable power at the most
order to make a decision on the
economical cost possible, and
retirement of capital credits. As a
increasing shareholder wealth is not
member-owner of the cooperative,
a part of our business model.
all patronage capital paid in after
operating expenses are deducted
is returned back to you in the form
of capital credits. Since 2005, the
www.ememc.com
board of directors have approved
the retirement of nearly $8.8 million Board of Directors
in capital credits.
Bert Pitt, President
Jimmie Jernigan, Vice President
Joseph Suggs, Secretary
Billy Trevathan, Treasurer
Norman A. Roberson
Time is ticking for local middle-school students to apply for an allWayne Harrell
expenses-paid scholarship to attend basketball camp this summer.
Rejeanor Scott
As part of the Touchstone Energy
Edward B. Simmons, Attorney
Sports Camp Scholarship program,
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
CEO
will send one young man to the
Winston T. Howell
Roy Williams Basketball Camp June
Editor
16-20 at the University of North
Monica Speight
Carolina in Chapel Hill and one
young lady to the Wolfpack Women’s
Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Basketball Camp June 10-13 at NC
Tarboro, NC 27886
State University in Raleigh. Students
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
will work directly with players and
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)
coaches to develop basketball skills
After Hours Outage Reporting
and practice leadership and teamwork at the overnight camps.
1-800-690-0657
To be eligible for the scholarship, students must be in the sixth,
Payments after office hours and on
seventh or eighth grade during the 2018-2019 school year. Applicants
holidays can be made at the kiosk under
must also have permission from a parent or guardian to attend the
the drive thru canopy, by calling our
sleep-away camp and must provide their own transportation to and
automated telephone service at
from the camp if selected to attend.
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night
deposit box or you may choose to utilize
To access the application, visit www.ncelectriccooperatives.com/
the convenience of online bill-pay by
community, or contact Monica Speight at 252-641-9502 for more
logging on to www.ememc.com
information about the program. Applications must be postmarked
by March 31, with winners expected to be announced by May 1.

Sports Camp Final Deadline
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