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Annual Meeting Notice
Dear Member:
The 82nd Annual Meeting of Members of Edgecombe-Martin County Electric 
Membership Corporation will be held on March 16, 2019, at the headquarters 
facility, NC Hwy. 33E, Tarboro. The meeting will be held in the truck 
warehouse for safety and convenience. Use the concrete driveway to enter 
the parking areas.

The purpose of this meeting is: (1) the presentation, consideration of, and 
action upon reports by officers, directors, and committees, (2) the election 
of directors and, (3) the transacting of any other business that comes before 
the meeting. The board president and CEO will make their annual reports 
to the membership on the state of the Cooperative. Please mail questions 
pertaining to your cooperative prior to March 1, to Winston Howell, CEO, 
P.O. Box 188, Tarboro, NC  27886, so we may have time to compile any 
information or data your request may require.

The agenda for the meeting is located on the cover page and highlights 
on the nominations for directors are included on page 26.

If you do not plan to be present and wish to cast a vote, please complete, 
sign and return the proxy form on the inside front cover of this magazine by 
mail to the address noted above. (Only an adult member of your household is 
eligible to vote your proxy.)

Members who are entitled to and desire reasonable accommodations 
under the American with Disabilities Act or other laws should contact the 
Member Services Department prior to Thursday, March 7, 2019.

Electric bill credits will be drawn at the end of the business session and 
you must be present to win. Registered members and their immediate 
families are invited for lunch. There will be activities for children ages 4-12.

Mark your calendars to attend the Annual Meeting of Members on 
Saturday, March 16, 2019. The business session will begin promptly at  
12 noon. We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours Truly,

Joseph A. Suggs
Secretary
Edgecombe-Martin County Electric Membership Corporation

Sports Camp  
Final Deadline
The buzzer will sound soon for 
local rising sixth, seventh and 
eighth graders to apply for an all-
expenses-paid basketball camp 
scholarship. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
will send one young man to the 
Roy Williams Carolina Basketball 
Camp June 22-26 at the University 
of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, 
and one young woman to the 
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball 
Camp June 9-12 at NC State 
University in Raleigh. Campers 
will work directly with players and 
coaches to develop basketball 
skills and practice leadership and 
teamwork at the overnight camps. 

To access the application, visit 
ncelectriccooperatives.com/
sports-camps, or contact Monica 
Speight at 252-641-9502 for more 
information about the program. 
Applications must be postmarked 
by March 31, with winners 
expected to be announced by the 
beginning of May.
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Nominee for Directors 
Billy Trevathan - (E-2) Nominated by Committee
Billy Trevathan has been a member of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC since 
February 1960.

Trevathan was raised in the Crisp 
Community and is a graduate of South 
Edgecombe High School. 

He currently represents directorate district 
E-2 and has served on the board since 
February 1984. During that time he has served 
as vice-president and president of the board. 

Mr. Trevathan retired in 1999 as a prominent 
Edgecombe County businessman after 
owning and operating his own business for 34 

years. Since retirement, he has spent time 
promoting his other business of Billy’s BBQ 
and Cocktail sauces, and he also enjoys 
cooking his signature brunswick stew for 
churches, clubs, and various fund-raising 
events. 

Trevathan serves as a teacher and as a 
deacon of the First Free Will Baptist Church 
in Tarboro and serves on the Edgecombe 
County Board of Adjustments. 

Trevathan enjoys helping and serving 
others and thanks the membership for their 
past and future support.

Jimmie Jernigan - (E-5) Nominated by Committee
.Jimmie Jernigan has been a board 
member since March 2001, and he currently 
represents directorate district E-5. 

Mr. Jernigan was raised and has spent 
his adult life as a farmer/businessman in 
Edgecombe County. He graduated from West 
Edgecombe High School and attended Old 
Dominion College. Mr. Jernigan is a member 
of West Edgecombe Baptist Church and has 
two sons and five grandchildren. 

In 1986, Mr. Jernigan and his wife, Jane, 
were selected to represent Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC at the Cooperative’s 
Leadership Conference and were named 

as North Carolina’s Outstanding Young 
Couple, which afforded them the 
opportunity to attend the National Institute 
of Cooperative Education. 

Mr. Jernigan is currently serving on the 
Law and Order Advisory and is a member 
of the Budget and Finance Committee of 
Edgecombe County Farm Bureau. 

Mr. Jernigan has been a member of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC for over 
30 years and has his Board Leadership 
Certification and Credential Cooperative 
Director. 

Norman Roberson - (M-1) Nominated by Committee
Norman Roberson currently serves as the 
director for district M-1 and has served as a 
director of the cooperative since March 2001. 
He continues to maintain his commitment 
in supporting the growth and strength of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC. 

Roberson was raised in Martin County and 
graduated from Robersonville High School. 
His employment after graduation included 
law enforcement and that of a U. S. Postal 
employee as a rural carrier. He began farming 
in 1974 and retired in 2016 but is still presently 
involved in all aspects of farming and it’s 
associated organizations. He has been 
employed as a crop insurance adjuster for 

Pro Ag since 2009. 
Roberson has served as a member of the 

Southern States Local Advisory Board and 
on the Southern States District Nominating 
Committee. His past memberships include 
the Robersonville Ruritan Club and he was 
a board member for Martin County Crime 
Stoppers Association. 

Mr. Roberson is an active member of 
the Hassell PFWB Church since 2001 
where he serves as Deacon Chairman, 
Church Treasurer, & Treasurer of the Men’s 
Fellowship. He has been a member of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC for over 30 
years. 
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lines
See You at the Annual Meetin g
Most of us lead busy lives. We find ourselves 
multitasking, constantly checking phones and email to 
keep up with the demands of modern life. Thanks to 
technology, we can accomplish many tasks electronically 
and remotely to be more efficient. And with so many 
pressing obligations, we like to protect our “spare” time. 
Invitations to attend in-person meetings and gatherings 
are weighed carefully as we decide whether or not our 
time and effort to attend is beneficial. The answer to the 
question, “what’s in it for me?” must be compelling. You 
may think attending Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s 
annual meeting would be easy to lump into the “no 
benefit to me” category. However, I’d ask you to think 
again.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC exists to provide safe, 
reliable and affordable energy to its consumer-members 
(that’s you!). Equally important is our mission to enrich the 
lives of all members and to serve the long-term interests 
of our local communities. This is where you can help. 

As a member of the community, you have a 
perspective that is valuable––and we invite you to share 
it with the co-op. At the annual meeting, co-op leaders 
will discuss priorities and challenges, and discuss the 
financial health and priorities for the coming years. A 
few items under development include AMI project, the 
new Wilson-Robersonville substation, first responder 
and farm equipment safety training, and line technician 
high school camp. Annual meeting is also the time to 
vote for new board members who will represent you––
the members of the co-op. Board members are local 
consumers, just like you. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is one of the few 
local organizations that is uniquely positioned to bring 
together all members of the community. It is worth noting 
that the health of the co-op and the well-being of the 
community are closely intertwined.

Perhaps you may feel that you have nothing to add to 
the discussion, so there is no need to attend the annual 

meeting. However, every energy bill you pay to the 
co-op helps ensure better service and reliability for the 
whole community. Your dollars are reinvested locally into 
improvements that impact the reliability and affordability 
of your energy, and Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
wants to hear from you to better inform our decisions as 
we plan for the future. 

While Edgecombe-Martin County EMC provides 
convenient electronic options for bill-paying and 
communication, there are times when there is no 
substitute for in-person engagement. When members of 
our community come together for a common purpose, 
we improve the quality of life for all in our corner of the 
world. 

If you’ve never attended our annual meeting, or if it’s 
been awhile, please stop by. Our co-op family looks 
forward to visiting with you! We’ll have food, fun and door 
prizes, so mark your calendar for the annual meeting on 
Saturday, March 16.

Cooperatively,

 Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC  27886
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to ememc.com

Board Approves Capital Credit Retirement
Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC’s board of directors have 
authorized the general retirement of 
approximately $685,000 in capital 
credits to the members of the 
Cooperative. This general retirement 
of capital credits was approved 
at the board of director’s meeting 
in January and will be retired as 
follows: Two-thirds of the remaining 
margins from 1997 and one half 
of one percent of the remaining 
margins through 2017. All capital 
credits for years prior to 1997 have 
been previously retired. 

Capital credits will be issued in 
March 2019. Capital credits that are 
greater than $10.00 will be mailed in 
the form of a check. However, capital 
credits less than $10.00 will be 
credited to the members respective 

account. The amount each member 
will receive in capital credits is based 
on the amount of electricity they 
purchased during the years for which 
capital credits are being retired. 
Every member’s credit reflects 
their contribution of money to the 
cooperative for those years.

The board of directors of 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
utilize relevant financial reports in 
order to make a decision on the 
retirement of capital credits. As a 
member-owner of the Cooperative, 
all patronage capital paid in after 
operating expenses are deducted 
is returned back to you in the form 
of capital credits. Since 2005, the 
board of directors have approved 
the retirement of nearly $9.4 million 
in capital credits.

Unlike for-profit companies, 
member-owners receive capital 
credits based upon patronage 
capital paid to the Cooperative. 
Dividends are paid to for-profit 
customers only if they hold stock 
in the company, and their main 
initiative is to increase shareholder 
wealth. Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC’s sole purpose is to provide 
our members with safe and reliable 
power at the most economical cost 
possible, and increasing shareholder 
wealth is not a part of our business 
model.

Keel Selected for 
2019 Youth Tour
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
is proud to sponsor one student 
on the 2019 North Carolina Youth 
Tour to Washington, D.C., this June. 
Approximately 45 young leaders from 
North Carolina will join 1,800 students 
from across the country for a week of 
learning about our nation’s history and 
the importance of civic engagement.

Hunter Keel, a rising junior at 
Tarboro High School, will represent 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC on 
this year’s tour. 

Participants will explore some of 
the capital’s most notable areas, 
including sightseeing at historic 
memorials and museums, and 
cruising on the Potomac River. 
Keel and the other North Carolina 
delegates will also engage in 
discussions with members of North 
Carolina’s congressional delegation 
on Capitol Hill.

Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC selects one local high school 
student each year to participate in 
the annual Youth Tour. More than 
50,000 students have participated 
in the program nationally since it 
began in 1964. 


