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2018 Annual Meeting Recap
The 2018 Annual Meeting of Members was held on Saturday,  
March 17, at the headquarters facility in Tarboro, NC, with 346 
registered members that attended along with their family members  
to enjoy the annual festivities.

Incumbent director Joe Suggs ran unopposed in the election for 
District E-1 and retained his seat on the board. 

During the business session of the meeting, members were 
updated on the Cooperative’s current financial status, and they were 
also informed about state and national issues that could impact the 
Cooperative.

Booths were set-up that provided energy efficiency information 
to members, and a high-voltage demonstration was manned by 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC employees to help educate our 
members about the dangers associated with electricity. 

A children’s prize drawing was held at the end of the meeting that 
included four $81 Walmart gift cards. Fifteen members’ accounts were 
drawn and awarded $81 bill credits each. 

We thank all the members that attended for making this year’s 
Annual Meeting of Members a success. Please plan to join us next 
year on Saturday, March 16, for our 82nd Annual Meeting of Members!

Holiday Closing

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
will be closed on
Monday, May 28, 

in observance of Memorial Day. 

Payments after office hours 
and on holidays can be made 

at the kiosk under the drive thru 
canopy, by calling our automated 

telephone service at 
1-855-356-6358, placed in the 
night deposit box or you may 

choose to utilize the convenience 
of online bill-pay by logging on to 

www.ememc.com 

To report a loss of power or an 
emergency after hours, please call 

1-800-690-0657.
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Bright Ideas Grant Brings  
Learning to Life in Local Classroom
An increasing number of distractions are 
competing for our students’ time and attention, 
making the already difficult task of keeping them 
engaged and excited about learning even more 
complicated. That’s why the Bright Ideas education 
grant program is more important than ever as it 
provides funding for creative, engaging hands-on 
classroom projects.

Lisa McElwee is one local educator who is 
helping bring learning to life for students at South 
Edgecombe Middle School in Pinetops. Her 
project entitled “Changing Times Means Changing 
Places” was selected by Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC for a 2017-18 Bright Ideas grant.

The project focuses on engaging students with 
hands-on productions of items they will create, 
budget and sell.

“This project is a great example of the unique 
learning experiences the Bright Ideas program 
makes possible in local classrooms every year,” 
said Monica Speight of Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC. “We commend McElwee for developing this 
creative idea and congratulate her on winning a 
grant to fund the project and make a meaningful 
and lasting impact on students.”

This school year, Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC awarded $8,093.21 to educators at local 

schools. And since the Bright Ideas program 
began in 1994, more than $11.5 million in grant 
funding has been awarded statewide, making 
possible approximately 11,000 Bright Ideas 
projects, inspiring more than 2.2 million North 
Carolina students.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is currently 
accepting grant applications for the 2018-19 school 
year. Teachers who submit their applications by 
the Aug. 15 early bird deadline will be entered into 
a drawing for one of five $100 Visa gift cards. The 
final application deadline is Sept. 19. Grants are 
available for all subjects, and educators can apply 
individually or as a team. Learn more and apply at 
www.NCBrightIdeas.com. 

2018 Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarship
Last chance to apply for the 2018 Noel Lee, 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship. The Noel Lee, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarships are offered to members 
of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC who plan to 
complete a one- or two-year vocational/technical/
community college program of study. The 
technical school or community college must be 
accredited in North Carolina. These scholarships 
give prospective students the opportunity to 
further their education so they can acquire new 
skills and knowledge to better prepare them for 
their future careers.

Applications will be accepted now through 
May 18, 2018. You can access, complete, and 

submit applications online 
at www.ememc.com. If 
you wish to receive an 
application form by mail, 
please call Monica Speight 
at (252) 641-9502.

The Noel Lee, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarships are 
made possible through the dedicated work of the 
Volunteer Action Committee of Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC and other private donations. The 
Volunteer Action Committee helps raise funds for 
the scholarship by selling desserts and raffling off 
various items each year.
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WINSTON HOWELL

Co-ops to Congress: Fund Rural Broadband
Congress has a good opportunity this year—actually, 
more than one—to jump-start rural economies and 
promote rural broadband deployment. The Trump 
administration and lawmakers on both sides of the aisle 
have expressed support for funding rural broadband 
to help bridge the digital divide, so the political climate 
is right for striking a deal that makes a significant down 
payment toward this goal. 

The Bipartisan Budget Agreement enacted in 
February contained a $20 billion “infrastructure initiative” 
for fiscal years 2018 and 2019. House and Senate 
appropriators could set aside some of this funding for 
broadband in spending bills for either of the two years. 

In order to maximize the impact of those funds, 
America’s electric cooperatives urged Congress to 
dedicate some of this funding to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Rural Utilities Service for rural 
broadband deployment, disbursing the funds through 
loans and grants to qualified organizations, including 
electric co-ops.

Another piece of legislation to be considered by 
Congress this year is the Farm Bill, which is reauthorized 
every five years. The bill sets the nation’s food and 
agriculture policy, affecting everything from what crops 
are grown to funding for food nutrition programs. But the 
bill also sets funding levels for many programs important 
to electric co-ops run by USDA—again, a possible 
source of broadband funding.

Finally, there has been plenty of discussions on 
Capitol Hill and within the administration on moving 
legislation to deal with the nation’s aging infrastructure. 
Roads and bridges are often the first topic of any 
infrastructure conversation. But in the modern economy, 
gleaming roads and bridges are irrelevant if they lead to 
rural communities that lack high-speed internet access. 
Quality broadband service is a necessity, not a luxury, in 
the 21st century economy and should be addressed by 
any proposed infrastructure package.

Whichever path Congress chooses, the imperative of 
funding rural broadband can’t be understated.

Rural America faces stiff economic challenges. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, less than 15 
percent of American businesses are located in rural 

areas and small towns. Inadequate broadband access 
is making this problem worse and contributing to the 
exodus of talented, young people.

Access to broadband also is essential for modern 
education, health care and business. But at least 23 
million rural Americans lack access to high-speed 
internet. We can’t turn our backs on this digital divide. 

For more than 75 years, America’s electric 
cooperatives have powered local economies across 
56 percent of the nation’s landmass. As times and 
technology change, broadband has become an 
indispensable part of electric utility operations 
– extending beyond the electric meter and into 
household energy management. These state-of-the-art 
energy efficiency services increasingly require access 
to high speed internet.

The convergence of new technology and 
partnerships has made rural broadband deployment 
more achievable than ever. As electric cooperatives 
work to bring broadband to rural America, some have 
formed innovative partnerships with local telecom 
companies and others.

Yet despite these advances, the high cost of rural 
broadband deployment remains the biggest obstacle 
to successfully closing the digital divide. Rural service 
territory is often rugged and remote, which drives up the 
cost of deployment. At the same time, there are fewer 
customers to defray the costs.

That’s why an expanded combination of federal 
grant and loan funding is essential. An infrastructure 
package, the Farm Bill and annual appropriations bills 
present opportunities to secure that necessary financial 
backstop.

What’s good for rural America is good for the entire 
nation. We can’t afford to leave our rural communities 
behind. Now it is time for Congress to allocate the 
necessary funding so that all Americans can enjoy 
quality broadband service.

Cooperatively,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell



24  MAY 2018   Carolina Country 

Along The LINE
www.ememc.com

Board of Directors
Bert Pitt, President
Jimmie Jernigan, Vice President
Joseph Suggs, Secretary
Billy Trevathan, Treasurer
Norman A. Roberson
Wayne Harrell
Rejeanor Scott
Edward B. Simmons, Attorney

CEO
Winston T. Howell

Editor
Monica Speight

Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC  27886
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at  
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to www.ememc.com

May is National Electrical Safety Month
While ensuring the safety of our 
members and employees is a 
top priority year round, during the 
month of May Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC joins other electric 
cooperatives across the state and 
nation in recognizing National 
Electrical Safety Month to promote 
awareness of the dangers of 
electricity and how to be safe 
when using electrically powered 
devices. 

Electricity is an essential 
and dependable resource, but 
we must all be aware of the 
serious—and sometimes deadly—
consequences of using electricity 
unsafely, and then we must take 
steps to prevent the misuse 
of electricity. Many electrical 
accidents and tragedies involve 
common items such as power 
outlets, appliances, power cords, 
power equipment and extension 

cords. The good news is that 
these accidents can be avoided 
through a few simple precautions.

Here are several basic tips 
to keep in mind when using 
electricity: 

• Unplug it. Appliances, 
tools and other devices are still 
connected to electricity when 
they are plugged in. Turn off 
AND unplug all portable electric 
devices when you’re finished 
using them.

• Toss it. Inspect electrical cords 
often for broken connectors or 
fraying, and throw away any worn 
cords to eliminate the possibility 
of shock, short circuit or fire.

• Cover it. Use plug covers in 
outlets if you have young children. 
Teach them never to put their 
fingers in electrical outlets or 
appliances, and keep cords and 
electrical devices away from them.

• Avoid it. Never go near a 
power line. If you encounter 
a downed line, leave the area 
immediately and notify your 
cooperative or call 911. Never 
place ladders, poles or other 
items near power lines, and don’t 
drive over downed lines.

Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC is dedicated to educating 
people of all ages about electrical 
safety, and we encourage you 
to make sure that you and your 
family know about the dangers of 
electricity and how to use it safely. 

HVAC Service Reminder
The air conditioner is always the hardest working appliance during the 
summer months. For day-to-day comfort, we rely on our cooling system, 
be it at home or at the office. For that reason, it’s imperative to have your 
HVAC system serviced before it starts getting too warm and humid. 

Most members can expect to see their bills increase during the 
summer months as their air conditioners run longer and harder to 
cool the home to their desired temperature. Experts recommend 
that you keep your thermostat set at 78 degrees when your HVAC 
system is set to cool in order to keep energy consumption as low as 
possible. 

Contrary to popular belief, increasing and decreasing the setting 
on your thermostat daily usually does not save you money. It is best 
to keep your thermostat set at one temperature on a daily basis. 
Only increase the setting on your thermostat during the summer 

months if you plan on being away from 
your home for several days at a time. 

You should also inspect and replace 
your return filters monthly if needed. 
Failing to change your air filters can 
cause your air conditioner to run longer 
and become less efficient. An efficient air 
conditioner means more money in your 
pocket due to lower electric bills.


