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2019 Annual Meeting Recap
The 2019 Annual Meeting of 
Members was held on Saturday, 
March 16, at the headquarters facility 
in Tarboro, NC, with 292 registered 
members in attendance, along with 
their family members, to enjoy the 
annual festivities.

Incumbent directors Billy 
Trevathan, Norman Roberson and 
Jimmie Jernigan ran unopposed in 
the board election for Districts E-2, 
E-5 and M-1 and retained their seats 
on the board. 

During the business session of the 
meeting members were updated on 
the Cooperative’s current financial 
status and informed about state and 
national issues that could impact the 
Cooperative.

Booths were set-up that provided 
energy efficiency information to 
members, a photo booth where 
members took pictures in a line 
truck bucket and a high-voltage 
demonstration was manned by 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
employees to help educate our 
members about the dangers 
associated with electricity. 

 A children’s prize drawing was 
held at the end of the meeting that 
included $82 Walmart gift cards. 
Fifteen members’ accounts were 
drawn and awarded $82 bill credits. 

We would like to thank all 
the members that attended for 

making this year’s Annual Meeting 
of Members a success. Please 
make plans to join us next year on 
Saturday, March 21, for our 83rd 
Annual Meeting of Members!

Hurricane 
Preparedness Week
May 5-11 is Hurricane 
Preparedness Week, and 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
encourages all its members to be 
proactive and prepare now for 
storms and severe weather.

North Carolina is one of the 
leading states for overall 
damage from hurricanes, and 
any part of our state can be 
impacted by these storms, not 
just the coast. Many individuals 
and communities in North 
Carolina are still recovering 
from the devastating effects of 
past storms including Florence, 
Michael and Matthew. 

Before the Atlantic hurricane 
season begins on June 1, take 
time to recognize the importance 
of hurricane planning and take 
steps to get ready.
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Apple Brings Learning to Life  
with Bright Ideas Grant
For the past 25 years, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC has partnered 
with local teachers by providing 
grants that fund the resources 
they need to customize hands-on 
learning projects and bring out the 
best in their students. We have 
had the great honor of working 
with outstanding local educators 
through the Bright Ideas Education 
Grant Program, an initiative shared 
and implemented by all 26 of North 
Carolina’s electric cooperatives. 

As Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of Bright Ideas grants in 2019, we 
recognize one local educator whose 
dedication and creativity exemplifies 
the impact of this program: Leigh 
Apple, of South Creek High School 
in Martin County. 

With Ms. Apple’s grant, students 
will explore how microbes in 

soil can be used to generate 
energy. Then students will apply 
their understanding from the 
introductory activities to developing 
and exploring their own research 
questions. Interested students will 
then submit their findings in a STEM 
related academic competition.

Thank you to Ms. Apple and all of 
the exceptional educators who have 
partnered with Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC through the Bright Ideas 
grant program over the past 25 
years. We commend your dedication, 
creativity and commitment to our 
students and communities! 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is 
currently accepting grant applications 
for the 2019-20 school year, and 
teachers with ‘bright ideas’ are 
encouraged to apply by Sept. 23.

Learn more and apply at 
NCBrightIdeas.com.

2019 Noel Lee, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship
This is your last chance to apply for the 2019 Noel Lee, 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship! The Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarships are offered to members of Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC who plan to complete a one- or two-
year vocational/technical/community college program of 
study. The technical school or community college must 
be accredited in North Carolina. These scholarships 
give prospective students the opportunity to further their 
education so they can acquire new skills and knowledge 
to better prepare them for their future careers.

Applications will be accepted now through May 18, 
2019. You can access, complete, and submit applications 
online at ememc.com. If you wish to receive an 
application form by mail, please call Monica Speight at 
(252) 641-9502.

The Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarships are made 
possible through the dedicated work of the Volunteer 
Action Committee of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
and other private donations. The Volunteer Action 
Committee helps raise funds for the scholarship by 
selling desserts and raffling off various items each year.
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Landis + Gyr Automated Metering Infrastructure
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC continues to look for 
innovative ways to operate more efficiently, deliver 
reliable service and provide top-notch customer 
care.  To support these initiates we are embarking 
on the implementation of upgrading from our 
current Automated Metering Infrastructure system 
to an advanced Landis + Gyr Automated Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) system. 

AMI is a system of digital meters integrated with 
a communications network and data management 
systems, to enable two-way communication. The 
new Landis + Gyr AMI system will use two-way 
communication over a secure network to provide 
members the latest in advanced metering technology. 
Members’ kilowatt-hour electric rates will not change 
because of these upgrades. 

The upgrade to the AMI system is significant. The 
data received from the new Landis + Gyr meters will 
be critical to the operations of the Cooperative and 
will provide numerous benefits. These meters will 
provide more data to answer consumption questions 
and allow for faster outage response. This new system 
will give the Cooperative capabilities to better analyze 
our distribution system to recognize issues that could 
potentially cause an outage and correct the issue before 
an outage occurs. Once meters are fully installed on our 

system, members will not have to call in to report power 
outages, a signal from the affected meters will notify 
the Cooperative, providing more complete information 
on the location and numbers of members affected 
by the outage. The AMI system will complement the 
conservation voltage reduction (CVR) and distribution 
automatization projects that we currently have in place 
and any future CVR and distribution automatization 
projects across our system.  Another important feature 
of this system is that members will have access to hourly 
consumption data that will help them better understand 
how their homes and businesses operate. 

The AMI deployment is a lengthy process which 
involves significant planning for the installation and 
upgrade of software, hardware, network design and the 
implementation of the entire system.  Your cooperative 
is in the process of installing the communication 
equipment and plan to start the meter exchange phase 
of the project within the next few months, with a goal of 
completing the project in 2021. 

Cooperatively,

 Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to ememc.com

May is National Electrical Safety Month
This month, make electrical safety 
a priority. Help your family avoid 
dangerous situations by taking a few 
easy precautions, including:

�� Make sure to turn off AND 
unplug. Appliances, tools and 
other devices are still connected 
to electricity when they are 
plugged in. Turn off, then unplug 
all portable electric devices when 
you’re finished using them. 

�� Keep a safe distance. Never go 
near a power line. If you encounter 
a downed line, leave the area 
immediately and notify your 
cooperative, and avoid driving 
over downed lines. Never place 
ladders, poles or other items near 
power lines, and don’t fly kites or 
drones near lines or substations. 

�� Be smart about outlets.  
Don’t overload power outlets, 
power strips or surge protectors, 
and use bulbs that match the 
wattage indicated on light 
fixtures. Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupter (GFCI) outlets should 
be used in any area where 
water and electricity may come 
into contact, including kitchens, 
bathrooms, garages and 
outdoors, and should be tested 
monthly to ensure they are 
working properly.

�� Use cords properly. Extension 
cords should only be used 
temporarily. Inspect cords often 
for broken connectors or fraying. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is 
dedicated to educating people of all 
ages about electrical safety, and to 
providing you with electricity that is 
as safe and reliable as possible. 

HVAC Service Reminder

The air conditioner is always the 
hardest-working appliance during 
the summer months. For day-
to-day comfort, we rely on our 
cooling system, be it at home or 
at the office. For that reason, it’s 
imperative to have your HVAC 
system serviced before it starts 
getting too warm and humid. 

Most members can expect to 
see their bills increase during 
the summer months as their air 
conditioners run longer and harder 
to cool the home to their desired 

temperature. Experts recommend 
that you keep your thermostat set at 
78 degrees when your HVAC system 
is set to cool in order to keep energy 
consumption as low as possible. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
increasing and decreasing the 
setting on your thermostat daily 
usually does not save you money. 
It is best to keep your thermostat 
set at one temperature on a daily 
basis. Only increase the setting on 
your thermostat during the summer 
months if you plan on being away 
from your home for several days at 
a time. 

You should also inspect and 
replace your return filters monthly if 
needed. Failing to change your air 
filters can cause your air conditioner 
to run longer and become less 
efficient. An efficient air conditioner 
means more money in your pocket 
due to lower electric bills.


