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Apply for the 2018 Youth Tour
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is accepting applications from standout
high school students willing to step out of their comfort zone and “SAY
YES” to the opportunity of a lifetime: The North Carolina Youth Tour to
Washington, D.C.
The Youth Tour allows students to experience the nation’s capital like
they never have before. Tourists will take part in adventures like paying
their respects at Arlington National Cemetery, visiting the Washington
Monument, meeting federal elected officials and touring Smithsonian
museums, all while building connections with peers and future leaders
from across the nation.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC will sponsor one local student to join
the June 9-15, 2018 Youth Tour. The all-expense-paid, weeklong Tour is a
tradition of electric cooperatives across the country that is more than 50
years strong. About 1,800 students from more than 40 states are expected
to participate in 2018, and North Carolina’s electric cooperatives will send a
delegation of nearly 45 students.
Co-op officials and past Tour participants agree: the Tour is the perfect
way for the delegates to experience democracy up close and in real time.
“Students who go on Youth Tour are interested in finding new
opportunities. Our delegates will meet with members of North Carolina’s
congressional delegation, connect with a network of talented peers,
and grow their leadership skills and ambitions,” said Monica Speight,
Communication Specialist of EdgecombeMartin County EMC. “The Tour is an opportunity
for exceptional students to have an eyeopening backstage pass to our nation’s
capital. All they have to do is ‘Say Yes’ to the
opportunity.”
Students entering their senior year in Fall
2018 are eligible to attend and are encouraged
to apply. Applications for Youth Tour are
available by online at
www.ememc.com or by contacting Monica
Speight at Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, 252-641-9502 or monicas@
ememc.com.
Applications are due by December 31, 2018.
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To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will be closed on
Thursday, November 23, and
Friday, November 24,
in observance of the Thanksgiving
Holiday.
Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk
under the
drive- thru canopy, by calling our
automated telephone service at
1-855-356-6358, placed in the
night deposit box or you may
choose to utilize the convenience
of online bill-pay by logging on to
www.ememc.com
~
To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please call
1-800-690-0657.
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Crews Sharpen Their Rescue Skills Annually
As a part of our commitment to safety, employees, both inside the
organization and in the field, undergo safety training on a regular
basis.
Pole top rescue is an exercise in safety and emergency training that
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC employees participate in. Once a
year, outside crews review and hone their skills, assisting a co-worker
that has been injured, or worse, from a power pole or bucket truck.
One-by-one, linemen test their skills by securing and lowering a
200 lb. practice dummy from a pole to the ground where co-workers
are prepared to provide emergency first aid and care until Emergency
Medical Service professionals arrive on scene to take over.
Crews are also trained on bucket truck rescues, which become
necessary should a co-worker become incapacitated while in a bucket
truck working on overhead lines. For either scenario, our crews are
expected to have the injured lineman on the ground in a few short
minutes after beginning the rescue effort.
Two of the fastest times for the pole top rescue were Blake Fleming
with a time of 2 minutes, 32 seconds and Nick Cannon with a time of
2 minutes, 37 seconds. The fastest times for the bucket rescue were
Nick Cannon with 58 seconds and a tie with Will Scott and Blake
Fleming with 1 minute, 5 seconds.

Bright Ideas Grants Prize Patrol
Exciting things are happening in a classroom near you! This month,
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is awarding over $7,000 in Bright Ideas
grants to exceptional educators at local schools. Our prize patrols are
visiting classrooms to surprise teachers and students with grants that
brings to life innovative learning projects that can make a real difference in
students’ lives.
In 2016, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC contributed more than
$10,000 to local classrooms for 11 creative projects. And the statewide
network of electric cooperatives has collectively contributed more than
$10.9 million to North Carolina teachers for approximately 10,400 Bright
Ideas projects benefiting more than 2.1 million students. Be ready. Your
student’s classroom could be next!

Control Your Thermostat
During winter, you should set your thermostat as low as is comfortable. Energy.
gov recommends setting the temperature at 68 degrees Fahrenheit to maximize
energy efficiency. If your thermostat has an emergency heat option, DO NOT use it
unless it is truly an emergency, such as if the heat pump is broken.
Electric heat pumps typically have two sources of heating, the primary heat
pump and a supplemental source. When you choose to use the emergency
heat setting, your system will only use the supplemental source, bypassing the
primary heat pump. When a unit is set up as an emergency only system, it is
much more expensive to run.
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V.P. of Member & Industrial Development

EDDIE STOCKS

What Goes on in There
Have you ever driven by a building or
manufacturing facility and wondered “what goes
on in there?” In this month’s issue of Along the
Line we will begin sharing information with our
members to answer that simple question. “What
goes on in there?”
Our first featured business is located just outside
of Robersonville, NC, on NC Hwy 64 Alternate
East. The building has existed since the late 1960s
and has been home to several manufacturing
companies such as Blue Ridge Shoe Company,
Caustar, Special Packaging, Micro Cell and now
AR Textile.
AR Textile, Inc is a textile manufacturer
that takes advantage of the industry’s most
technologically advanced yarn-spinning
equipment. AR Textile is part of SunFlag, a
global group of companies based in India with
international operations ranging from high-quality
yarn spinning to power generation. AR Textiles is
the first SunFlag company located in the United
States.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC along
with Martin County Economic Development
Corporation began working with AR Textiles in
2015 to help the company locate in Martin County.
Although AR Textiles considered several other
areas in the Southeast, they determined that
Martin County was the right place for their new
business in the United States. Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC is extremely happy that they selected
Martin County and your cooperative to supply their
electrical needs.
The Robersonville facility has the capacity to
produce 26 million pounds of high-quality yarn
per year and will provide 38 full-time jobs at full
capacity. AR Textiles invested $12 million in this
project which certainly helped our local economy
and tax base. Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
worked very closely with AR Textiles and provided

a $1 million, interest-free loan through the USDA
Rural Economic Development loan program to
assist AR Textile in their building renovations and
equipment cost. At full capacity, the facility will
consume over 1.2 million kilowatt hours per month.
So as you drive by this building in the future, you
will be aware that one of the most state-of-the-art
cotton spinning operations is in your community.

Cooperatively Yours,

Eddie Stocks
Eddie Stocks
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Thankful to Serve You
As we enter a month of reflection and thanksgiving, one thing
at the forefront of our minds at Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC is how grateful we are to serve you, our cooperative
members. Safe, reliable and affordable electricity is a daily
necessity, and we are thankful to both power and empower
our members and our communities.
Our commitment to serving you extends far beyond
providing electricity. We also invest in local communities by
providing scholarships, grants and educational opportunities.
From securing loans that fund much-needed community
projects and generate new economic development, to
providing Bright Ideas grants that bring innovative classroom
projects to life, we strive to strengthen all aspects of our
communities and give them new opportunities to grow and thrive.
As a not-for-profit business, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s core
mission is service. And because our co-op is locally owned and operated,
we live and work alongside our members. We share your sense of pride in
our communities and are grateful for the many ways we can contribute to
their success.
We are also thankful for your commitment to our co-op—from taking the
time to attend our annual meeting and electing our board of directors, to
enriching our communities, you give Edgecombe-Martin County EMC a
voice and help us improve the local quality of life.
Thank you for being part of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and for
your role in helping us live out the cooperative difference. We value your
support and are thankful today, and every day, to continue serving you.
Happy Thanksgiving! We wish all of you a safe and happy holiday.

VAC Donates School Supplies
The VAC (Volunteer Action Committee) of Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
believes in giving back to the communities we serve, and they consistently
come together to collect
items needed by community
organizations. Each year, the
VAC purchases and donates
school supplies to elementary
schools in our area.
This year the supplies
collected were donated to
Princeville Elementary School.
The VAC selects a different
school each year to donate
the school supplies to give to
students in need.
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