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Apply for the 2019 Youth Tour
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is accepting applications from standout
high school students willing to step out of their comfort zone and “SAY
YES” to the opportunity of a lifetime: The North Carolina Youth Tour to
Washington, D.C.
The Youth Tour allows students to experience the nation’s capital like
they never have before. Tourists will take part in adventures like paying
their respects at Arlington National Cemetery, visiting the Washington
Monument, meeting federal elected officials and touring Smithsonian
museums, all while building connections with peers and future leaders
from across the nation.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC will sponsor one local student to join
the June 15-21, 2019 Youth Tour. The all-expense-paid, weeklong Tour is a
tradition of electric cooperatives across the country that is more than 50
years strong. About 1,800 students from more than 40 states are expected
to participate in 2019, and North Carolina’s electric cooperatives will send
a delegation of nearly 45 students.
Co-op officials and past Tour participants agree: the Tour is the perfect
way for the delegates to experience democracy up close and in real time.
“Students who go on Youth Tour are interested in finding new
opportunities. Our delegates will meet with members of North Carolina’s
congressional delegation, connect with a network of talented peers,
and grow their leadership skills and ambitions,” said Monica Speight,
Communication Specialist of EdgecombeMartin County EMC. “The Tour is an opportunity
for exceptional students to have an eyeopening backstage pass to our nation’s
capital. All they have to do is ‘Say Yes’ to the
opportunity.”
Students entering their senior year in Fall
2019 are eligible to attend and are encouraged
to apply. Applications for Youth Tour are
available online at www.ememc.com or by
contacting Monica Speight at EdgecombeMartin County EMC, 252-641-9502 or monicas@ememc.com.
Applications are due by December 31, 2018.

Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.

Holiday Closing
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will be closed on
Thursday, November 22, and
Friday, November 23, in
observance of
the Thanksgiving Holiday.
Payments after office hours and on
holidays can be made at the kiosk
under the drive thru canopy, by
calling our automated telephone
service at 1-855-356-6358, placed
in the night deposit box or you may
choose to utilize the convenience
of online bill-pay by logging on to
www.ememc.com
~
To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please call
1-800-690-0657
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Join us at the Polls on November 6
Our co-op’s No. 1 priority is providing our members
with safe, reliable and affordable electricity. Doing
this job requires a lot more than stringing and
maintaining power lines throughout our service
territory. It requires political engagement. That may
seem far removed from our core mission, but it’s
absolutely essential to serving you, our consumermembers.
That’s why we’re participating in a national
program of America’s electric cooperatives called
Co-ops Vote. Co-ops Vote encourages all co-op
members to participate in national, state and local
elections while educating political candidates and
elected officials about the important role played by
electric cooperatives in their communities.
The National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the service organization representing
the nation’s electric co-ops, launched Co-ops Vote in
2016. Co-ops Vote started as a national non-partisan
get-out-the-vote initiative that helped drive rural
voter turnout in the 2016 presidential election.
Through this program, electric co-ops realized
they had a unique advantage: As co-ops, the civic
virtue of voting is in our DNA. We show concern
for community—one of the seven cooperative
principles—through participation in our democracy.
Co-ops have another advantage. Elected officials

and decisionmakers across
the political
spectrum trust
us because
of the work
the electric
cooperative
family has put
into political
engagement.
When we all
get involved, we can make things happen politically
and in our local communities.
Our participation in Co-ops Vote helps to
ensure that rural issues remain part of the national
discussion—and are supported by our elected
officials. But Co-ops Vote isn’t just for co-ops. It’s for
co-op members just like you.
You can participate by registering to vote and
committing to cast your ballot on November 6. If
you’re interested in getting more involved, just give
us a call or visit www.vote.coop to learn more about
the upcoming elections and access online tools that
can help you participate. We look forward to seeing
you at the polls on Election Day!

Innovative Classrooms Projects
are Making their way to Local Classrooms
Several local educators and their students will get
exciting news this month as Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC announces its Bright Ideas grant
recipients. The grants, awarded to innovative
educators annually, provide funding for hands-on
learning projects that would otherwise go unfunded.
In November, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
is awarding $7,000 in Bright Ideas grants to fund
projects for the 2018-2019 school year. The projects
will benefit students in classrooms across all grade
levels and subject areas.
“Our local educators are ready to bring big ideas
to life, and we’re happy to support them,” said Monica
Speight, Communication Specialist. “These teachers
go above and beyond for students, and year after
year, it has been wonderful to see how these grants
make a lasting difference.”
The program is supported statewide by all 26 of North
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Carolina’s electric cooperatives, and grants are available
in all of the state’s 100 counties. Collectively, electric
co-ops will award nearly $600,000 to educators to fund
innovative and creative classroom projects statewide
this year. Since the program’s inception, North Carolina’s
electric cooperatives have contributed more than $11.5
million to North Carolina teachers for over 11,000 projects
benefiting more than 2.2 million students.
To find out more about Bright Ideas grants, visit
www.ememc.com or ncbrightideas.com.

lines

C.E.O.

WINSTON HOWELL

Hurricane Florence made landfall on
September 14 near Wrightsville Beach as
a category 1 storm. Florence slowed to an
excruciating crawl once it moved inland, leaving
thousands of electric cooperative members
without power. The size and slow forward
movement of the storm allowed bands of
thunderstorms and rain to stall over many areas for
several days, leading to power outages, flooding
and severe damage in Eastern North Carolina.
Restoring power after a major storm is a
complex task, and a speedy restoration requires
significant logistical expertise, along with
skilled line workers and specialized equipment.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC continuously
works to update our emergency response plan
and to implement technologies and procedures
that will help us restore power more efficiently to
our members should a major storm impact our
area. Every co-op has an emergency response
plan, and part of that planning includes what
are both a unique and an effective approach to
emergency management and disaster recovery:
mutual assistance.
As Edgecombe-Martin County EMC was bracing
for Hurricane Florence, The National Hurricane
Center projected wind speeds to top 90 mph in
North Carolina and South Carolina, and areas as
far west as Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama
could experience winds associated with the storm.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
were calling for rainfall amounts of up to 30
inches or more along the North Carolina coastline
and areas inland. Due to the forecasted track of
Florence, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC quickly
called on mutual aid to come in ahead of the
storm and to be prepared if they were needed.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC had an additional
44 linemen and 3 tree trimming crews on standby.
Although Hurricane Florence was downgraded
to a Category 1 storm, the hurricane still remained
very large and slow moving. Hurricane Florence
produced the most rain ever recorded in North
Carolina in some areas and surpassed the rainfall
totals for Hurricane Matthew in 2016 and Hurricane

Floyd in 1999, both in which led to major flooding
and damage in our service area.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC was very
fortunate and only experienced scattered outages
affecting approximately 754 members due to rain
and strong winds. Linemen were able to work
throughout the day to get the outages restored
quickly.
While Edgecombe-Martin County EMC was
spared with minimum damage from Hurricane
Florence, our sister co-ops at the coast weren’t
as fortunate. Once the power had been restored
in our service area and there was no threat of
additional outages due to Hurricane Florence,
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC released all
of our standby crews to assist others and sent
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC linemen and 5
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC trucks to help
Carteret-Craven Electric Cooperative (CCEC). As
an electric cooperative, one of our core values
is assisting other cooperatives in need. CCEC
reported nearly 40,000 outages at the height
of the storm. In seven days, Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC worked alongside CCEC crews,
contractors and other cooperatives to restore
power while employees at home took care of
additional work and responsibilities. After all
the power had been restored, EdgecombeMartin County EMC sent an additional 4 linemen
and trucks to help with reconnecting individual
services damaged by the storm that were in need
of homeowner repair.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is proud to
have employees eager to answer the call when
a neighboring cooperative is in need. Our hearts
and prayers go out to those that were affected by
Hurricane Florence and we will continue to help
the communities in need.

Cooperatively Yours,
Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Prepare Now for Winter’s Chills & Bills
Cold weather is coming! That means heating needs increase and more time is spent inside using lighting,
appliances and electronics. To lower your winter electric bill,
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC offers tips to help you reduce usage
while staying comfortable during colder weather and shorter days. Some
of those quick tips are:
• Set thermostats to the lowest comfortable level (try 68 degrees for winter)
• Limit space heater use
• Open curtains to let in the sun’s heat, but be sure to close them at night
• Reduce shower times
• Only run full loads in your dishwasher and clothes washer
• Budget Billing
Equalize your payments for 11 months. In the 12th month, your
account is “settled up” with a final payment billed or credit
applied. Combine this with bank draft for convenience.
• Prepay
“Pay as you go” for the ultimate in convenience by paying
smaller amounts, on your own schedule — even daily or weekly,
by automated phone system or online. There are no deposits
www.ememc.com
or late fees. Simply keep a credit balance on your account to
keep electricity flowing.
Board of Directors
Bert Pitt, President
Jimmie Jernigan, Vice Pres.
Joseph Suggs, Secretary
Billy Trevathan, Treasurer
Norman A. Roberson
Wayne Harrell
During this season of giving thanks, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is
Rejeanor Scott
reflecting on how thankful we are to serve you, our cooperative members.
Edward B. Simmons, Attorney
We are grateful for your commitment to our co-op and the support you
provide to us and the communities we serve throughout the year.
CEO
As a not-for-profit business, our core mission is to serve. We are based
Winston T. Howell
in this community, and we are committed to making it stronger by not
Editor
only providing electricity, but by investing in education, local economic
development and other efforts that make life better for everyone.
Monica Speight
You all play a large part in this through our programs that lend a helping
Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
hand to those in need. This cooperative spirit has been especially evident
Tarboro, NC 27886
in the wake of Hurricane Florence, as co-op members and crews from
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
across the state have joined
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)
forces to support those who
After Hours Outage Reporting
experienced devastation
1-800-690-0657
after the storm.
Payments after office hours and on
Thank you again for
holidays can be made at the kiosk under
helping us make a difference,
the drive thru canopy, by calling our
and know that we are grateful
automated telephone service at
every day to continue serving
1-855-356-6358, placed in the night
each of you.
deposit box or you may choose to utilize
the convenience of online bill-pay by
Happy Thanksgiving! We
logging on to www.ememc.com
wish all of you a safe and
happy holiday.
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Thankful to Serve You
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