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For members of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Tar Heel Teacher of the Week
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is proud to announce that local teacher
Amy Foss of Martin Millennium School has been honored on a statewide
level as a Bright Ideas Tar Heel Teacher of the Week. Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC nominated Foss in recognition of her dedication to students
and for winning Bright Ideas education grant funding from the Cooperative
for the project entitled “Going Global with Google Cardboard.”

“We are privileged to work with many outstanding teachers through
our Bright Ideas education grant program, and Amy Foss consistently
goes above and beyond to make a difference for her students,” said
Monica Speight, Communications Specialist for the co-op. “It is an
honor to recognize Foss for her hard work and to be able to thank
her for the positive contribution she makes in our community.”
Foss is one of only 26 teachers statewide to receive the Tar
Heel Teacher of the Week designation this school year. She will
be recognized on air during the Tar Heel Sports Network’s radio
broadcast at one of the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill games. Foss will also be featured on the Bright Ideas website
at www.ncbrightIdeas.com. Foss, along with the 25 other Tar
Heel Teacher of the Week honorees, will also receive a plaque
commemorating their
achievement, as well as tickets
to a UNC game.
Edgecombe-Martin County
EMC accepts Bright Ideas
education grant applications
from teachers for creative
classroom learning projects
at www.NCBrightIdeas.
com every year from April
through September. The Tar
Heel Teacher of the Week
and Bright Ideas education
grant programs are examples
of North Carolina’s electric
cooperatives’ commitment to
community.
Amy Foss,

Holiday closing
EdgecombeMartin County
EMC will be
closed on Monday,
September 4, in
observance of
Labor Day.

Save The Date
Each year, Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC holds Customer
Appreciation Day in October
to show appreciation for our
member-owners
and to recognize the
importance of
cooperatives around
the world. This year, Customer
Appreciation Day will be held
on October 11, 2017.
We look forward
to seeing you there!

Tar Heel Teacher of the week.
Edgecombe-Martin County
Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power or an
emergency after hours, please
call 1-800-690-0657.
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High-Voltage Demonstration to Teach Safety
Electric safety is something that EdgecombeMartin County EMC continually emphasizes to
our employees and to the members we serve.
Electricity is extremely important to just about every
daily activity we participate in; however, we must
respect the hazards associated with electricity and
be aware of these hazards in our daily lives.
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC offers highvoltage demonstrations at no cost to groups of
all ages. These demonstrations cover the many
different scenarios that someone could encounter,
from a vehicle accident involving an electric utility
pole, to why you should not fly a kite around
electric lines. The cooperative utilizes every
opportunity possible to educate our members by
conducting high-voltage demonstrations at schools
and businesses across our service territory.
If you would like to schedule a high-voltage
demonstration for a civic group, first-responder
group or your school, please contact the

Blake Fleming showing the high voltage
demonstration at the 4-H Progressive
Agriculture Safety Day.
Cooperative at (252) 641-9502. Our high-voltage
demonstrations can be tailored to address the
needs of various groups and we also provide visual
handouts for K-5 grade students. We look forward
to speaking to your group in the near future.

VAC Donates to Local Police Departments
The VAC (Volunteer Action Committee) of
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC believes in giving
back to the communities we serve, and they
consistently come together to collect items needed
by community organizations.
This month the VAC collected stuffed animals to
give to the local police departments to hand out to

kids in stressful situations. Police officers typically
give out the stuffed animals to kids that are at the
scene or involved in a domestic violence incident,
an accident, emergency, or situation involving child
custody. The stuffed animals that were collected by
the VAC will be placed in each police cruiser to be
used at the officers’ discretion.
Every member of the VAC participates in their
own unique way throughout the year to help with
co-op programs such as the Bright Ideas grant
program, the Noel Lee, Jr. Memorial Scholarship,
Customer Appreciation Day and at the Annual
Meeting of Members. The time they commit to
improving our communities and Edgecombe-Martin
County EMC is appreciated very much!

Correction to NC Renewable Energy Charge
Please note the following correction from our June 2017 Newsletter: The new REPS charges were
published as follows: Residential, $0.82; Commercial, $3.59; and Industrial, $23.93. The corrected rates are
as follows: Residential, $0.68; Commercial, $2.99; and Industrial, $19.92. The rates that were listed didn’t
include the standard experience modification factor. This is a rate that is calculated annually to recover the
difference between reasonably and prudently incurred REPS costs and REPS revenues realized during the
period under review.
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WINSTON HOWELL

Rate Adjustment to Take Affect October 1, 2017
On October 1, 2017, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
will implement our first base rate adjustment since
October 2012. The Cooperative has worked to keep
you informed over the past three months that a rate
adjustment might be necessary depending on the
results of the recent cost of service study. We believe
it is imperative to keep our members informed every
step of the way, because we understand each one of
you are member-owners of this cooperative.
Over the last several months your Cooperative
conducted a cost-of-service study and rate analysis.
This process is very detailed and an abundance of
data must be collected in order to provide an accurate
analysis. Completing the cost-of-service study and rate
analysis ensured that we will continue to provide rates
that are fair and equitable to all members while fulfilling
our duty of keeping your cooperative financially sound.
The results from these studies indicated that we would
need to adjust our retail rates in order to cover an
increase in wholesale power cost and operating cost.
When your Cooperative designs rates, we pay
special attention to make sure each rate class
produces a rate of return that is fair and balanced. We
do not want one rate class subsidizing another in any
way. We also utilize meter data compiled from each
rate class to analyze the overall impact each one has
on our system demand. This allows us to design rates
that will generate revenue based on how each rate
class that contributes to the load share. Using our
meter data instead of industry standards enables us to
design rates that are more accurate for our distribution
system. Although this may cause one rate class to be
impacted more than another; it is the most accurate
and fair way for designing rates because it accurately
depicts how we actually purchase wholesale power.
We understand that the details behind a rate
adjustment can be difficult to understand, but we want
to make sure we explain it as thoroughly as possible so
our members can gain a better understanding of how it
will impact them. When planning for a rate adjustment,
most members simply want to know how much more
they will have to pay. So, let’s go over some examples
and explanations for the various rate classes.

Since residential members make up the largest
part of our membership, let’s start with the Residential
Service Rate Schedule. Under the new rate, a
residential member consuming 1,000 kilowatt-hours
will pay, on average, $8.30 more per month than the
previous base rate. The basic charge for residential
and prepay members will increase by $3.50 per month.
Next, let us look at the Seasonal Rate Schedule. The
average consumption of our seasonal member is
approximately 3,102 kilowatt-hours per month, and that
member would pay approximately $38.80 more per
month under the new rates than the previous base rate.
The basic charge for seasonal members will increase
by $2.50 per month. Our Large Power Rate Schedule
is unique in that the impact of the rate adjustment will
be largely dependent on each member’s load factor
and total consumption. The average consumption of
our large power member is 45,126 kilowatt-hours per
month. Large power services will see on average an
increase of 3.51%. Last but not least, let’s examine the
impact on our General Service members. The average
general service member consuming 1,133 kilowatthours per month stands to see a slight decrease in
their monthly bill but this will vary based on load factor
and consumption. The basic charge for general service
members will increase by $3.25 per month.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the
implementation of this rate adjustment, we encourage
you to call our office at 1-800-445-6486. We will do
our best to answer your questions and we look forward
to working with you on ways that you may be able
to reduce your monthly bill. One strategy may be to
implement energy efficiency programs into your home
or to calculate your energy use and to budget your
energy use.
Please be on the lookout for our new rate schedules
in the upcoming October issue of Along The Line
newsletter.
Cooperatively Yours,

Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Final Call For Bright Ideas Grants
Time is running out for teachers to
apply for grants of up to $1,500 from
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s
Bright Ideas education grant program.
Educators with creative ideas for
hands-on classroom projects must
submit their application by September
18. Interested teachers can find the
application, grant-writing tips and more
information on the Bright Ideas grant
website at www.ncbrightideas.com.
“Since 1994, the Bright Ideas
education grant program has provided
more than $10.9 million for 10,400
projects benefiting more than 2.1
million students across North Carolina,”

said Monica Speight, Communication
Specialist. “We are committed to local
communities, and we believe there’s
no better way to contribute than by
investing in the education of our youth.”
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC and
North Carolina’s electric cooperatives
collectively have allocated close to
$600,000 to give to educators across
the state during the 2017-2018 school
year.
The grants will be awarded in
November for projects in all grade
levels and all disciplines, including
math, science, art, language, music
and history. Last year, Edgecombe-

Martin County
EMC awarded
11 illuminating
classroom projects.
The Bright Ideas
grant application
requires an outline
of the proposed
project, a detailed
budget and a
description of the
benefit to students. Applicants are
encouraged to highlight the innovative,
creative elements of the project and to
proofread carefully. Teachers, submit
your application by September 18!

Focus on Safety During Harvest Along The LINE
During harvest season, many farmers
reap the benefits of advancement in
agricultural technology. With the help
of GPS auto-steer devices, farmers
are able to decrease driver error and
maximize productivity. Yet despite these
advances, safety risks remain. To help
farmers stay out of harm’s way, Safe
Electricity shares tips for a safe harvest.
GPS with auto-guidance provides
farmers with real-time location data
about a field, which can be used for
crop planning, map making, navigation
assistance and machinery guidance.
During harvest, this technology
allows drivers to have their hands off
the steering wheel as the combine
maneuvers itself through the field.
Thanks to this technology, farmers
can more easily and efficiently
maintain accuracy even during lowlight conditions, which enhances
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productivity.
“One critical part of safety around
electricity is awareness,” explains Kyla
Kruse, Communications Director of the
Safe Electricity program. “It’s important
to remember that farm machinery
is vulnerable to hitting power lines
because of its large size, height and
extensions. Being aware of the location
of overhead power lines and planning
a safe equipment route can help
reduce accidents.”
In equipment with auto-guidance
systems, less focus is needed on
steering, which may lead some
drivers to think that they do not need
to be as aware of navigation issues.
However, even while using a GPS
with auto-steering, farm workers
need to keep safety in mind and stay
focused on their surroundings.
Putting safety first requires
alertness, focus and knowledge of
potential hazards and safety steps.
Varying pass-to-pass accuracy levels
and potential issues, such as power
poles not being correctly plotted in the
system, reinforce the need for drivers
to stay focused on the location of the
farm equipment while in the field and
to be ready to take action if necessary.
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