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Electric Membership Corporation

To report a loss of power or an 
emergency after hours, please 
call 1-800-690-0657.

Along the  
LINE

For members of  
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

September 2018

Holiday closing
Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC will be 
closed on Monday, 
September 3,  
in observance of 
Labor Day.

Save The Date
Each year, Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC holds Customer
Appreciation Day in October 
to show appreciation for our 

member-owners
and to recognize the importance 

of cooperatives around
the world. This year, Customer 
Appreciation Day will be held 

on October 11, 2018 
We look forward  

to seeing you there!
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Tar Heel Teacher of the Week
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is proud to announce that local teacher 
Lisa McElwee of South Edgecombe Middle School has been honored 
on a statewide level as a Bright Ideas Tar Heel Teacher of the Week. 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC nominated McElwee in recognition of 
her dedication to students and for winning Bright Ideas education grant 
funding from the Cooperative for the project entitled “Changing Times 
Means Changing Places.” 

“We are privileged to work with many outstanding teachers 
through our Bright Ideas education grant program, and Lisa McElwee 
consistently goes above and beyond to make a difference for her 
students,” said Monica Speight, Communications Specialist. “It is an 
honor to recognize McElwee for her hard work and to be able to thank 
her for the positive contribution she makes in our community.”

McElwee is one of only 26 teachers statewide to receive the Tar Heel 
Teacher of the Week designation this school year. She will be recognized 
on air during the Tar Heel Sports Network’s radio broadcast at one of the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill games. McElwee will also be 
featured on the Bright Ideas website at ncbrightIdeas.com. McElwee, along 
with the 25 other Tar 
Heel Teacher of the 
Week honorees, will 
also receive a plaque 
commemorating their 
achievement, as well as 
tickets to a UNC game. 

Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC accepts 
Bright Ideas education 
grant applications 
from teachers for 
creative classroom 
learning projects at 
NCBrightIdeas.com 
every year from April 
through September. The Tar Heel Teacher of the Week and Bright Ideas 
education grant programs are examples of North Carolina’s electric 
cooperatives’ commitment to community.

VAC Committee members Mary Keel, 
Daphne Rhodes and Ann Andrews with Mary 
Bridgers, Billy Strother and Lisa McElwee.



22   SEPTEMBER 2018   Carolina Country 

Be Prepared to Vote on Every Election Day
The 2016 elections are fading in the rearview 
mirror, but that doesn’t mean the voting is over. 
While the next presidential election won’t be until 
2020, there are countless state and local elections 
between now and then which have a major impact 
on life in our local communities. 

That’s why Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
remains engaged in a national get-out-and-vote 
campaign called Co-ops Vote.

Co-ops Vote is a non-partisan project of America’s 
Electric Cooperatives designed to encourage co-op 
members to vote and support their co-ops and their 
community when they go to the polls. The program 
does not endorse or recommend candidates for 
election. Co-ops Vote was launched in 2016 to 
reverse a troubling trend: In the 2012 elections, voter 
turnout in rural areas declined by 18 percent—twice 
the voter drop-off seen nationally.

More than 700 electric co-ops in 47 states 
responded by joining the Co-ops Vote program 
to increase voter engagement in the communities 
they serve, and it was a tremendous success. Rural 
voter turnout in 2016 increased by more than a half-
million Americans. Together, we grew our political 
influence and encouraged lawmakers to pay more 
attention to the issues affecting rural Americans. 

We need to harness this momentum and ensure 
that Co-ops Vote continues to thrive.

There were more than 1,000 local and state 
elections held in 2017. November 6, 2018, is 
expected to be just as busy with more local and 
state elections, as well as elections in the U.S. 

House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. 
Unfortunately, these critical elections are often 
ignored by the majority of voters. Many people 
see these “smaller” elections as less important 
than national elections. In reality, state and local 
elections have an even greater impact on local 
communities because the candidates are running 
on local issues—issues that are closer to voters’ 
everyday lives than many national issues.

If you have a federal election in 2018, Co-
ops Vote has a number of activities to help rural 
Americans stay engaged in the political process. 
Visitvote.coop to join and learn more. And by all 
means, make sure you are registered to vote and 
that you cast your ballot on Election Day—every 
Election Day. 

Alert: Doxo Not Affiliated  
With Edgecombe-Martin County EMC
Doxo is an online bill pay website that appears to be affiliated with Edgecombe-Martin County EMC, but it 
is not. Doxo.com is third-party website that allows people to pay their electric bills via their site. However, 
doxo.com may charge the member extra fees, and Edgecombe-Martin County EMC cannot control when we 
will receive the member payments from doxo.com, possibly resulting in a late 
payment from the member or even disconnection due to non-payment.  

If you enjoy the convenience of online bill pay, please make sure you 
have gained access to our payment portal by logging in from our website, 
ememc.com. Our members matter, and it is our promise to continue 
looking out for you. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Cooperative at (252)-823-2171. 
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Teaching Electrical Safety in the Community
We all depend on electricity to power our lives, 
but accidents can happen when electricity is used 
improperly. According to the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International, thousands of people in 
the U.S. are critically injured and electrocuted as a 
result of electrical fires, accidents, and electrocution. 
Many of these accidents are preventable. There is a 
lot you can do to keep yourself and your community 
safe around electricity.  Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC understands the importance of electrical 
safety and believes in educating our members, first 
responders, farmers, hunters and the general public 
in our area. 

As hunting season in North Carolina is 
approaching, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
would like to remind hunters to take all necessary 
safety precautions around power lines and electrical 
equipment. We encourage experienced hunters who 
are familiar with the area to identify the locations of 
utility properties and equipment and educate new 
hunters in their group. It’s also important for hunters 
not to place deer stands on utility poles or climb 
poles. Energized lines and equipment on the poles 
can conduct electricity to anyone who comes in 
contact with them, causing shock or electrocution. 
Anything attached to a utility pole, except utility 
equipment, is illegal and can 
be a serious hazard to electric 
cooperative employees as they 
perform utility operations.

Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC’s concern for the safety 
of our linemen, employees, 
members, children and the public 
is reinforced through educational 
programs with our high-voltage 
safety demonstrations (pictured). 
In this live demonstration, co-op 
linemen demonstrate the effects of 
high-voltage contact and discuss 
electrical safety. The sight, sound 
and smell of a 7,200-volt contact 
captures the attention of the 
audience and helps the viewer 

remember and respect the power of electricity after 
witnessing the program. 

As a commitment to the safety of our members 
and the public, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
has been actively promoting our high-voltage 
demonstration for schools, local fire departments, 
and other community events. In the coming months, 
we have plans to visit farming operations in our 
area to conduct high-voltage demonstration for 
the owners and their employees. Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC wants to educate farmers and 
operators of large equipment the importance of 
avoiding contact with poles, guy wires and power 
lines and what to do, should you be involved in an 
accident. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC will always strive 
to provide our communities with safe, reliable and 
affordable electricity and to serve as your trusted 
energy advisor, now and in the future. If your school, 
civic organization, or public service group is interested 
in our safety demonstration, give us a call today!

Cooperatively Yours,
Mike Johnson
Mike Johnson

lines from Vice President of Engineering and Operations 

MIKE JOHNSON
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252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to ememc.com

Final Call For Bright Ideas Education Grants
Time is running out for educators to apply for grants 
of up to $1,500 from Edgecombe-Martin County 
EMC’s Bright Ideas education grant program. 
Wednesday, September 19, is the last day to submit 
an application.

The Bright Ideas education grant program has 
provided more than $11.5 million for approximately 
11,000 projects benefitting more than 2 million 
students in our state over the past 24 years. 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is proud to support 
the communities we serve by supporting the educators 
who shape our future leaders.

Bright Ideas grants are available to K-12 teachers for 
innovative projects in any subject. Applications require 
an outline of the proposed project, a detailed budget 
and a description of the benefit to students. Applicants 
are encouraged to highlight the innovative, creative 
elements of the project and to proofread carefully.

The grants will be awarded in November for projects 
in all grade levels and all disciplines, including math, 

science, art, language, music and history. Last year, 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC awarded 11 illuminating 
classroom projects.

Applicants are encouraged to highlight the innovative, 
creative elements of the project and to proofread 
carefully. Teachers, submit your application by 
September 19!

Preparedness is 
Key During Peak 
Hurricane Season
The Atlantic hurricane season is now in 
its peak, which occurs from mid-August 
to late October. As demonstrated by 
previous storms, any part of North 
Carolina can be impacted by a hurricane—not just the coast—so it’s important 
that everyone makes hurricane safety and preparedness a priority.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC prepared to respond in the event that 
severe weather impacts service to our members. We also encourage 
everyone to prepare by taking simple steps, including:

• Outline a communications and evacuation plan for your family before a  
 hurricane or storm warning is issued to minimize confusion and fear. If  
 you have pets or livestock, include them in your plan.

• Create an emergency kit.
• Sign up for local weather alerts and warnings.
• Follow Edgecombe-Martin County EMC on Facebook to stay informed 
 about weather, outages and other information. 
• Bookmark our live online outage map to find real-time outage  

 information.

In the event of a power interruption, members should report outages 
by calling 1-800-690-0657. Members are also reminded to never go near 
downed power lines.


