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Holiday closing
Edgecombe-
Martin 
County 
EMC will 
be closed 
on Monday, 
September 2, 
in observance of  
Labor Day.

Save The Date
Each year, Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC holds Member 
Appreciation Day in October 
to show appreciation for 
our member-owners and to 
recognize the importance 
of cooperatives around the 
world. This year, Member 
Appreciation Day will be held 
on October 15, 2019. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

2019 Sharing Success  
Grant Awarded
Another sharing success grant has 
been awarded! Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC is excited to make a 
contribution of $7,000 along with 
$7,000 from CoBank’s Sharing 
Success matching grant program to the 
Edgecombe County Sheriff’s Office. 

Edgecombe County Sheriff’s office 
plans to use this money to purchase 
another canine. Canine deputies 
are trained to track and apprehend 
suspects hiding in buildings and 
homes, search for narcotics and 
keep deputies safe from dangerous 
subjects. Canines also assist in 
deterring criminal behavior by having 
them present at active crime scenes. 
Canine deputies ensure public safety, 
prevent violence and educate children 
and seniors during on-site visits.

Through the “Sharing Success” 
challenge grant program, CoBank 
matches contributions of their 

cooperative members, such as 
Edgecombe-Martin, to nonprofit 
organizations they nominate for the 
grant. The program offers a dollar-
for-dollar match up to a maximum 
of $7,500. This year, CoBank 
established a $4 million fund to 
match charitable contributions 
made by its cooperative members. 
The matching grant program is 
designed to celebrate the vital role 
that cooperatives play in individual 
communities across the country. 

CoBank states that partnering 
with their members to support 
worthy causes they care about 
is a great way for them to make 
a positive difference and fulfill its 
mission of service to rural America. 
Edgecombe-Martin is proud to have 
been a partner with CoBank through 
their Sharing Success matching grant 
program for the last seven years.

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC Board of Directors with Sheriff Clee 
Atkinson, Jason Dawes and Gene Harrell.
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Tar Heel Teacher of the Week

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC is 
proud to announce that local teacher 
Leigh Apple of South Creek Middle/
High School has been honored on a 
statewide level as a Bright Ideas Tar 
Heel Teacher of the Week. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
nominated Apple in recognition of 
her dedication to students and for 
winning Bright Ideas education grant 
funding from the cooperative for the 
project entitled “Energy Under Our 
Feet.” This grant allows students to 
explore how microbes in soil can be 
used to generate energy. Students 

were then asked to apply their 
understanding from the introductory 
activities to developing and exploring 
their own research questions and 
submit their findings in a STEM-
related academic competition.

“We are privileged to work with 
many outstanding teachers through our 
Bright Ideas education grant program, 
and Apple consistently goes above 
and beyond to make a difference for 
her students,” said Monica Speight, 
EMC-EMC communications specialist. 
“It is an honor to recognize Apple for 
her hard work and to be able to thank 

her for the positive contribution she 
makes in our community.”

Apple is one of only 26 teachers 
statewide to receive the Tar Heel 
Teacher of the Week designation this 
school year. She will be recognized 
on air during the Tar Heel Sports 
Network’s radio broadcast at one of 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill games. Apple will also be 
featured on the Bright Ideas website 
at ncbrightIdeas.com. Apple, along 
with the 25 other Tar Heel Teacher of 
the Week honorees, will also receive 
a plaque commemorating their 
achievement, as well as tickets to a 
UNC game. 

Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
accepts Bright Ideas education 
grant applications from teachers 
for creative classroom learning 
projects at NCBrightIdeas.com every 
year from April through September. 
The Tar Heel Teacher of the Week 
and Bright Ideas education grant 
programs are examples of North 
Carolina’s electric cooperatives’ 
commitment to community.

Ronald McDonald House of Eastern NC

Concern for the Community is possibly the most visible 
of all the cooperative principles. Giving back to the 
communities we serve is a part of our business model. 
Because powering communities doesn’t just mean 

servicing the power lines, it’s ensuring the best for the 
people and places that make up our home.

Every quarter, Edgecombe-Martin County EMC has an 
opportunity to spend the afternoon at the Ronald McDonald 
House. Edgecombe-Martin employees prepare meals for 
multiple families whose children are undergoing specialized 
medical care at the hospital. Having a child in the hospital 
can be challenging for any family. Preparing a home-cooked 
meal for our guests after an exhausting day at the hospital or 
clinic is a welcomed gift that helps provide an atmosphere 
or comfort for families when they’re far from home.

The Ronald McDonald House provides families a 
home away from home, and lessens the financial burden 
so they can focus on their children. Hosting a meal is 
not only a fun way to give back, it’s a fantastic bonding 
experience for any group!

VAC Committee members Daphne Rhodes  
and Ann Andrews with Leigh Apple

Justin Francis, Lisa Tolson, Winston Howell, Monica 
Speight, Sammy Clark and Andrew Bryant
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Trump Administration Offers Rule to  
Manage Power Plant Carbon Emissions
The Trump administration recently issued a rule to reduce power plant carbon 
emissions. Known as the Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule, the new regulation will 
require power plants to work with state regulators to assess steps that can be taken 
to cut emissions through energy efficiency improvements.
America’s electric cooperatives welcomed the new rule, 
noting that it is far preferable to an earlier and far costlier 
attempt to regulate carbon emissions that ultimately was 
put on hold by the Supreme Court.

“The ACE rule represents a more flexible path forward 
that will minimize the cost to consumers and preserve 
the reliability of the electric grid as electric co-ops work 
to promote a healthy environment and vibrant rural 
communities,” said Jim Matheson, CEO of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

“Electric cooperatives have invested billions of dollars 
in diverse energy sources and emission-reduction 
technology to meet the electricity needs of their 
local communities while protecting the environment,” 
Matheson said. “The ACE rule gives electric cooperatives 
the ability to adopt evolving technology and respond 
to market and consumer demands while continuing to 
serve as engines of economic development for one in 
eight Americans.”

Matheson stressed that the ACE rule will allow 
electric co-ops to ensure that affordable and reliable 
power remains available throughout the communities 
we serve. 

Power plant emissions have steadily declined due to 
market forces and evolving consumer expectations. 

Nearly 60 percent of the electricity supplied by electric 
co-ops comes from low- or no-emission energy sources. 
Electric cooperatives have reduced carbon emissions 
9 percent since 2009, even while increasing electric 
generation by more than 12 million megawatt-hours. 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s  generation portfolio 
includes a diverse mix of coal, nuclear, gas, hydro and 
renewable resources. In terms of electric generation 
capacity, about 55 percent is derived from nuclear, 

29 percent from gas, 6 percent from coal, 5 percent 
renewables,  and 5 percent from other resources.

As part of our Brighter Energy Future Initiative our goal is 
to increase renewables in fuel mix by 10 percent in 2023. 

Electric cooperatives work hard to minimize the cost 
of new regulations to reduce the impact on electric rates 
for their consumer-members. In this instance, the ACE 
rule is consistent with our mission to provide consumer-
members with safe, reliable and affordable power, 
while continuing to reduce emissions and meet other 
important environmental goals.

Cooperatively,

 Winston Howell
Winston Howell
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Hwy. 33 East, P.O. Box 188
Tarboro, NC  27886
252-823-2171 • 1-800-445-6486
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (M–F)

After Hours Outage Reporting
1-800-690-0657
Payments after office hours and on 
holidays can be made at the kiosk under 
the drive thru canopy, by calling our 
automated telephone service at 

1-855-356-6358, placed in the night 
deposit box or you may choose to utilize 
the convenience of online bill-pay by 
logging on to ememc.com

Final Call For Bright Ideas Education Grants
Time is running out for educators to 
apply for grants of up to $1,500 from 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC’s 
Bright Ideas education grant program. 
Wednesday, September 19, is the last 
day to submit an application.

The Bright Ideas education grant 
program has provided more than 
$11.5 million for approximately 11,000 
projects benefitting more than  
2 million students in our state over 
the past 24 years. Edgecombe-Martin 
County EMC is proud to support the 
communities we serve by supporting 
the educators who shape our future 
leaders.

Bright Ideas grants are available to 

K-12 teachers for innovative projects 
in any subject. Applications require 
an outline of the proposed project, 
a detailed budget and a description 
of the benefit to students. Applicants 
are encouraged to highlight the 
innovative, creative elements of the 
project and to proofread carefully.

The grants will be awarded in 
November for projects in all grade 
levels and all disciplines, including 

math, science, art, language, music 
and history. Last year, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC awarded 11 
illuminating classroom projects.

Applicants are encouraged to 
highlight the innovative, creative 
elements of the project and to 
proofread carefully. Teachers, submit 
your application by September 19!

New Meter Deployment Schedule
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
is beginning to install new meters. 
The cooperative has employed a 
licensed contractor, ENERCO, to 
change out existing meters across 
our service area. The new meters 
improve reliability and give detailed 
data about energy use.

The ENERCO contractors will be in 
uniform and their company vehicles 
display the company logo and an 
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC 
contractors logo.

When they arrive at your home, 
the installers will knock at the door 
to let you know they are there to 
replace your meter. The installers will 
not need to enter your home, nor will 
they request any personal information 

from you for the meter replacement. 
During the process, your power will 
be out for just a few minutes. When 
the installation is complete, the 
contractor will leave a door hanger 
at your location to let you know your 
meter has been replaced.

During September, Edgecombe-
Martin County EMC will change out 
meters in Martin County, Fountain 
Fork and parts of Wilson-Robersonville 
substations. This will affect members 
on the east side of our system in 
the rural areas surrounding Oak 
City, Hobgood, Coakley, Hassell, 
Robersonville, Bethel, Parmele, 
Hamilton, Everetts, Grimesland, 
Washington, Bear Grass, Tarboro, 
Princeville, Conetoe and Speed.


